RUPERT'S CROSS-PATH PUZZLE 


Rupert and his friends have set out from Nutwood and are going for a picnic 
on Robin Down, which they have never visited before. At the edge of Cuckoo 
Woods they come to an extraordinary crossing where there are no fewer than six 
signposts! a 

“What on earth are all these?” gasps Bill. “Ha, ha!" croaks a bird who is 
watching them. Those are put there to see how smart people are. Five of the 
signposts are wrong. Only one of them is correct.” 

Rupert gazes at them for a moment. Then he leads his pals safely to Robin 
Down. 

Which path does he take? And why? (Solution on page 120) 
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Py Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT CALLS 


ON SAILOR SAM 


“There's Sailor Sam!" cries Rupert Bear, 
“I wonder what he's doing there?" 


Old Sam is pleased to see his friends, 
And says he's clearing odds and ends. 


Then Rupert says: “It would be good 
To make a boat with all this-wood.” 


“You see this door,” is Sam's reply; 
“To make a raft for you I'll try.” 


Rupert and Algy Pug are strolling along a quiet 
stretch of the river when they see an old shed and a 
figure working inside it. Going to the doorway they 
find it is their old friend, Sailor Sam, and that the 
shed is full of all sorts of rubbish, wood, broken 
boxes, and large oil-cans without handles. ‘Hullo! 
you two," cries Sam cheerily, “I don't know 
what to do with all this stuff, so Fm trying to 
tidy it up a bit.” At once Rupert gets a splendid 
idea, 
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Asking Sailor Sam to come outside, Rupert 
points. ““There’s a lovely quiet part of the river,” 
he says. "Couldn't you use some of that wood to 
make a little boat for Algy and me?" The Sailor 
grins. "That's a good not he says, "but it 
would take a long time. I've got a better idea.” 
Going back into the shed he tugs out a large wooden 
panel. "How would you like that as a raft?" he 
asks. "It would be fine," cries Rupert; "but are 
you sure it would hold us both?" 


Rupert on Coon Island ^ 


RUPERT GETS HIS RAFT 


MINA a 


“Oh, please!” cries Rupert, “don’t delay.” 
So Sam gets busy right away. 


He ties four oil-cans to the door, 
And Rupert asks what they are for. 


They gaily start when it is done, 
Quite sure of having lots of fun. 


“This raft is heavy,” Rupert sighs. 
“All right; let's stop," his chum replies. 


Before giving Rupert the raft, Sailor Sam asks 
him to fetch four of the old oil-cans. "Whatever 
are those for?” asks Algy, very mystified. Sam 
bores holes in the raft and then, after screwing the 
stoppers in firmly, he lashes a can to each corner. 
"There," he says, “in case the wood gets very wet 
and begins to go under, these cans will keep you 
afloat "They will never sink." "How clever you 
are,teplies Rupert. "I should never have thought 
of that trick!" 


When the raft is complete, Sailor Sam lowers it 
into the water and he gives the pals an old pole he 
has found in the shed. "You can tie a'string to 
that and use it for a fishing-rod,” he says. He has 
also tied a strong cord to the raft and Rupert begins 
to tug it up the river. But it is rather a clumsy 
thing to pull and one corner keeps bumping into 
the bank, so Algy suggests that they tie it to a 
post for a time and then get on to it and begin to 
fish. 


Rupert on Coon Island (c 


RUPERT LEAPS ABOARD 


Now Rupert says that he will wait, 
While Aley gets his rod and bait. 


The raft has floated out a bit, 
So Rupert pole-jumps on to it 


yh, help!” gasps Algy in dismay, 
You're drifting much too far away.” 


But Rupert laughs at his alarm; 
He's sure he will not come to harm. 


When Algy has tied the cord the raft drifts gently 
away from the bank for a couple of feet. “TII go 
home for my own fishing-rod," says the little Pug, 
"and I'll bring you some string and a hook and some 
bait. Meanwhile, let's pull the raft in again. Then 
you can get on and see what it feels like." Then 
Rupert gets a mischievous idea. “Don’t pull it in," 
he laughs. “Ill do a pole-jump on to it. It should 
be quite easy.” 

And, taking a little run, he launches himself into 
the air. 


Rupert’s aim is good and he lands on the right 
spot, but the raft wobbles under him and he tumbles 
over. His weight thrusts the raft away from the 
shore, Algy's knot fails to stand the strain and the 
rope comes away from the post. "Hi, you're 
drifting awa: s the little Pug. “I'll go and 
fetch Sailor Sam to rescue you." But Rupert is 
enjoying the unexpected trip. “No, don't do that,” 
he says. “You run and fetch your rod and the 
string. The raft will be sure to drift to the bank 
before long.” 


F3 Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT CRIES FOR HELP 


My, this is lovely!" thinks the bear, 
As on he floats without a care. 


Alas, his pleasant dreams soon end; 
The open sea lies round the bend. 


To steer the raft he tries in vain 
And has to drift along again. 


He sleeps a little in the night, 
Then hoists a signal when it's light. 


After Algy has gone Rupert sits down and gazes 
atthe fields and trees as the current carries him 
lazilyalong. “This is a jolly way of getting about," 
hesmiles to himself. But soon he notices that the 
raft is keeping steadily to the middle of the stream 
Witchis getting wider. Hoping to push himself to 
the bank, he puts the pole in the water, but cannot 
touchthe bottom. Evening is coming on, and he 
shout for help as he is carried out into the open 
sea. 


There is a very desolate stretch of shore at the 
mouth of the river. There are no houses and 
nobody appears to answer his cries for help. Soon 
night falls and he finds himself surrounded by a 
dark waste of water, The raft tosses gently and 
he gets a little sleep until dawn breaks. When it 
is light he gazes round, but there is neither ship 
nor land in sight. "The only thing I can think of," 
he murmurs, "is to tie my handkerchief to this 
pole. Someone may see it.” 


f£» Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT SENDS A MESSAGE 


A lot of flying fish flash by 
And warn him that a storm is nigh. 


Poor Rupert cannot do a thing 
Except lie flat and tightly cling. 


At length that driving wind and rain 
Gives way to lovely sun again. 


A friendly fish speaks to the bear 
And asks him what he's doing there. 


As time goes on the wind freshens and then blows 
hard and big clouds come up over the horizon, 
Rupert stands and waves his handkerchief tied to 
the pole, but nothing appears in sight, and as the 
raft tosses more he finds it hard to keep his feet. 
Suddenly a number of flying fish streak past him, 
“You'd better hurry back to port," squeaks one of 
them. "But how can I7" groans Rupert. Next 
moment the great storm is upon him and to save 
himself he has to lie down flat. 
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While the wind roars and the rain teems down 
Rupert can do nothing but lie on the raft and get 
very wet. At length the sun comes out, but such 
a high sea is running that he cannot stand up. 
When the waves become calmer a fish pops up 
beside him. “Hullo, where are you off to?” it 
asks. "I'm going nowhere except where the wind 
takes me,” replies Rupert. “Do you think you 
could help me?” “I'll go and fetch Peter Porpoise,” 
says the fish. "He's sure to know what to do.” 


Rupert on Coon Island 7) 


RUPERT MEETS PETER PORPOISB 


The next to come, a porpoise grand, 
Says he will tow the raft to land. 


How thankful Rupert is to find, 
The rope still trailing out behind, 


The porpoise swims so very fast, 
That Rupert sees the land at last. 


But then he learns to his dismay, 
That Nutwood's very far away 


Rupert waits until the sea gets calm again and 
then without warning, a huge dark shape leaps 
fromthe waves and plunges into the sea again. 
“That must&be the porpoise,” gasps Rupert. "That's 
right,” says the creature, as it rises to the surface 
andswims strongly round and round the raft. “You 
wantto get to land, don't you? Well, perhaps I 
canpull you. I see there's a rope on your raft. 
You'd better tie a large loop in the end of it.” 
Rupert quickly does as he is asked. 
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When the loop is tied Rupert tosses it into the 
water and the porpoise seizes it in its jaws and tugs 
ihe awkward raft away. After some time a dot 
appears in the distance, then some trees. Soon the 
raft is against a heavily wooded shore and Rupert 
steps on to a rock. “This is topping of you,” he 
cries. "What part of England is this? Are we 
near Nutwood?" "This isn’t England!” laughs the 
porpoise. "Its Coon Island.” And with a swirl 
he disappears under the water. 


P Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT REACHES 


DRY LAND 
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He finds some lovely fruit to cat, 
And sits down to enjoy his treat. 


As Rupert sits there by the shore, 
The porpoise comes to him once more. 


He says: “T'U help you if I can," 
And so they both work out a plan. 


When Rupert turns he has to stare ; 
The strangest little girl stands ther 


Rupert is'terribly hungry after his long sea trip 
and to his delight he finds all sorts of lovely fruit 
growing on the trees. As he sits on a rock en- 
joving some of it, his friend the porpoise appears 
again, “Hullo, this is a grand island," cries 
Rupert, "and 1 think you're the nicest fish I've 
met.” “Don't call me a fish," grins the other. 
“Porpoises are not fish. You ask your Daddy 
about that when you get home. And, by the way 
how are you going to get home? It’s a long 
way," 


Rupert thinks a moment. Then he points. 
“When Algy finds | haven't returned he's sure to 
tell Sailor Sam and they'll look for me in a boat. 
Do you think you could go to the mouth of the 
Nutwood river and look out for a boat with a 
Sailor and a little pug dog in it and then guide 
them here?" "Right ho, that’s a good idea," says 
the porpoise. “I couldn't pull the raft that far. 
When he has gone Rupert turns to explore the 
island and at once comes face to face with a very 
odd little girl. 


Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT RECEIVES GIFTS 


They reach a hill and Rupert see 
A group of Coons beneath the tre 


They're very friendly folk indeed, Thinks Rupert, “This is nice, no doubt; 
And try to grant his every need. I'd like to know what it's about.” 


Rupert and the little girl stare at each other. The little Coons seem determined to show how 
Sheseems delighted to see him and taking ^is hand, friendly they are and at first they bring Rupert all 
leads him across the island. On a little hill she gives kinds of fruit on a large dish. But he has just had 
astrange cry and at once lots more of the odd little a good meal and doesn’t want any more, so they 
people run up from all sides and stand round in a seat him on a boulder and bring masses of flowers 

ring, They are all dressed in long night-gowns. which they make into beautiful chains and then 
Their faces are quite black, their hair in spiky ring- — hang them in festoons around his neck. "This is 
letsand they chatter in some queer language. all rather jolly, but I do wish 1 knew what they are 
This is Coon Island. These must be the little talking about," thinks the little bear as he smiles 
Coons!” murmurs Rupert, at them, 
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RUPERT 


SHOCKS HIS 


Rupert on Coon Island 


GUIDE 


Then when the black Coons move away, 
The youngest one is told to stay. 


He signs to Rupert, “Come with me!” 
And leads him off towards the sea. 


When they have walked for quite a time, 
A palm tree Rupert starts to climb. 


Though Rupert climbed the tree for fun, 
The Coon's upset by what he's done. 


After a while the Coons lead Rupert through a 
wood to a clearing where are some queer huts and 
a high fence surrounding one of them. Then at a 
word from the leader, all except the smallest of the 
little people run towards a hut. The small Coon 
takes Rupert's hand and they go for a walk. “I 
wonder what the others are up to now," thinks 
the little bear as he gazes out over the sea. 
“Perhaps they've got cooking or housework to 
do! 
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After walking round the island, Rupert sees a 
palm tree growing at a curious angle. “That 
should be easy to climb,” he thinks, “and I might 
be able to see farther over the sea in case Sailor 
Sam is coming for me.” Freeing his hand, he 
swarms up the trunk while the small Coon looks 
on anxiously. When he is half-way up, Rupert 
glances round and sees to his surprise that the 
little person is running back towards the other 
Coons. 


Rupert on Coon Island 


{ RUPERT IS MADE CAPTIVE 


He spends some time up in the trees, 
Until the little Coons he sees. 


They're waiting patiently below, 
But what they want he does not know. 


As soon as Rupert's on the ground, 
They gather happily around. 


They take him to a wooden hut, 
And safe inside poor Rupert shut. 


Feeling puzzled at the action of the small Coon, 
Rupert descends the palm tree. As his little com- 
panion does not return, he strolls around. "Some 
‘of these trees are topping for climbing," he mur- 
murs as he starts up another one with large leaves 

and flowers. Before long he hears chattering, and 

getting on to a lower branch, he sees that a crowd 
of the litlle Coons have collected and seem to be 
imploring him to come down to earth again, 
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When Rupert has rejoined the Coons they close 
round him in a circle and gently urge him back to 
the place where the huts are and then push him 
inside the strong fence which he had seen before. 
They look very anxious but not angry. “I see 
what it is," says Rupert to himself. “They've 
grown fond of me and they're afraid I shall either 
hurt myself or run away if I'm left alone, so they're 
keeping me in here, It's all very difficult.” 


PS Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT TRIES TO ESCAPE 


Of food and drink he finds the best, 
And then he settles down to rest. 


As soon as it is light next day, 
He tries his best to get away. 


But oh! Alas for Rupert Bear; 
The little Coons are waiting there. 


He finds the door is guarded too, 
And cannot think what next to do. 


Inside the fence Rupert finds a hut supplied with 
lots of food and water. . “These little Coons are 
trying to be very kind to me,” he murmurs, “but 
they don’t understand. I just can't stay here long." 
There are also cushions and soft straw and Rupert, 
after his tiring adventures, sleeps soundly for many 
hours. Next morning early he spies a strong 
creeper growing up the inside of the fence. “I 
may be able to escape this way," he thinks as he 
starts to climb, 


Rupert climbs as quietly as he can and after 
managing to reach the top he peers over the fence. 
To his surprise, although it is so early, one of the 
Coons is on sentry-go just beneath him, and at a 
cry others come running along. They chatter 
excitedly and Rupert goes back down the creeper. 
Then he goes on tiptoe to the entrance, only to find 
two of the little people seated there on guard. 
“My word, they do mean to take care of me!" he 
whispers. 


Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT GREETS SAILOR 


Then suddenly a little. girl 
Brings news that sets them in a whirl. 


They run off in a dreadful fright, 
And Rupert is forgotten quite. 


To his delight, the little bear 
Sees Sailor Sam and Algy there. 


Old Sam lifts Rupert off the ground, 
So glad to find him safe and sound. 


While Rupert is wondering how to escape, his 
problem is solved for him. A small Coon runs up 
panting and gabbles something. Immediately all 
the others scuttle away, leaving Rupert free to g 
where he will. “Well, if that isn’t extraordinary 
gasps the little bear, as he watches them all running 
at top speed towards the thick woods on the 
highest part of the island. “Something must have 
frightened them. I wonder whatever it can have 
been," 


17 


Rupert is not left long in ignorance. Hearing a 
shout he turns and sees to his amazement that two 
figures are clambering up from the shore and that 
they are his old pals Algy and Sailor Sam. “Thank 
goodness you are safe and sound!" cries the sailor 
as he swings Rupert into the air., “Did the porpoise 
lead you here?” asks the little bear. "Yes, and 
I'm jolly hungry," says Algy. “Is there any food 
on this island?" “Just you wait and see,” laughs 
Rupert, 


When they have had some fruit to eat, 
They say the Coons they'd like to meet. 


Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT CLAIMS HIS RAFT 


SES 
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They look around, but now it's late, 
And Sam says that they must not wait. 


Then Algy says, “The raft let's find. 
It easily will trail behind." 


The chums are pleased to find their raft, 
It really is a splendid craft. 


After giving his friends some of the 
the trees, Rupert tells of his adventures. "So this 
is Coon Island!” cries Sailor Sam. ie always 
wondered where it was.” You must meet some 
of the Coons," says the little bear. But though 
they search they cannot catch a glimpse of the small 
people, and at length Sailor Sam declares they 
must not waste any more time, so they descend 
io the shore where his smart little motor boat 
is waiting. 


uit from 
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Sailor Sam wants to set off for home immediately 
but, once they are all aboard, Algy begs that they 
search for the raft and take it with them. So they 
gently cruise around the beautiful island, looking 
for the creek where the little bear first landed. “I 
expect those young Coons are peeping at us through 
the trees. I wish we would see them,” says Sam. 
At length they spy the raft. Rupert jumps on to 
it while Algy gets ashore and unties the rope which 
is then passed to the boat. 


Rupert on Coon Island 


RUPERT RETURNS TO NUTWOOD 


“Come on," says Sam, “let's not delay,” 
And so they start upon their way. 


The porpoise comes to say good-bye, 
And thrills them with his leaps so high. 


They get to Nutwood late that day, 
With no adventures on the way. 


“Well, thank you, Sam," cries Rupert Bear; 
“I had a fine time over there.” 


When the rope is tied to a ring at the stern of the 
motor-boat, Rupert and Algy scramble aboard and 
they chug gently away from shore. "I must come 
and explore this place properly some day," declares 
Sailor Sam. They gather speed and Coon Island is 
left far behind. Suddenly out in mid-ocean the 
huge form of Peter Porpoise leaps from the waves 
and flashes over the boat. "Come and see us 
again," cries the great creature, "We get very few 
visitors out here!" 
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The raft holds back the motor-boat from its 
best speed, but at length they are in the smooth 
water of the Nutwood river and in safety again. 
When boat and raft are secured the three pals step 
out on to the bank. “Well, Rupert," laughs Sailor 
Sam. "When I made you that raft | didn't expect 
you to start on an adventure within five minutes." 
“It’s been grand fun,” cries Rupert. "And if we 
visit Coon Island again, 1 do hope you'll be with 
us!” 
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RUPERT 
and 
'RASTUS 


Rupert and ’Rastus i 


RUPERT VISITS WILLIE 


The master calls his boys to say, 
He's going to take them out next day. 


Our little bear says he will go 
To Willie's house and let him know. 


Poor Willie's ill and feels so sad, 
To miss the treat is just too bad. 


Next morning Rupert says, “I'll see 
If "Rastus Mouse will come with me.” 


The last day of the school term the master calls 
the children to him. "You've all been working 
well this term,” he says, "so I've booked tickets 
and am going to take you for an outing to the big 
town, So meet me at the station in the morning.” 
the little friends run from the school in great glee. 
“We weren't all at school this morning. Where was 
Willie Whiskers?” Rupert asks. Nobody seems to 
be able to answer, so he makes up. his mind to go 
across the common to Mrs. Mouse's cottage. 


Arriving at his pal's cottage Rupert finds that 
the little mouse is ill in bed. Willie is very disap- 
pointed to think that he is going to miss an outing 
to the big town. “It's an awful pity I'm not well," 
he sighs, "but "Rastus, the country mouse, is 
coming to stay with us, and 1 shall have to look 
after him." Next morning Rupert gets a bright 
idea. "The schoolmaster has got tickets for us 
all,” he cries. "If Willie is ill, perhaps "Rastus 
would like to go in his place.” 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


RUPERT COLLECTS 'RASTUS 


So off he runs to Willie's house; 
“You're very kind,” says Mrs. Mouse. 


“Please hurry, 'Rastus!" cries the bear, 


“We've very little time to spare," 


The train is nearly due and so 
They run as hard as they can go. 


“Oh please don't stop," poor Rupert cries, 
As suddenly their train he spies. 


Rupert runs all the way to Willie’s cottage. 
Mrs. Mouse sees him coming and opens the window 
as he approaches. "Please," he gasps. "lf Willie 
is still ill, would "Rastus like to come to the big 
town, instead of him?" “Well, that's a very kind 
thought,” says Mrs. Mouse when Rupert promises 
to take care of him. Rupert is lucky, for he finds 
"Rastus almost at once, sitting on a tree stump. 
“Hi!” shouts the little bear. “We're going for an 
outing. Would you like to come too?” "Rastus 
quivers with excitement as he clambers down. 


“We're off to the big town with all the school," 
cries Rupert, "but the train is nearly due and we 
must run." “Look,” says "Rastus, “my shoe-lace 
is undone. My shoe will come off!” The country 
mouse frets so much about his shoe-lace that when 
they reach the road Rupert lets him stop to fasten 
itup. By this time "Rastus is puffing and grumbling 
a little, “I love outings,” he says, "but I do like 
to go at my own speed.” But Rupert has turned 
suddenly. His ear has caught a distant sound, and 
next, to his dismay, the train comes into sight 


Rupert and 'Rastus 


j RUPERT MISSES THE TRAIN 


So hand in hand they run again, 
They've simply got to catch that train. 


Now "Rastus feels so very glum, 
And Rupert tries to cheer his chum. 


But it's too late! Alas! they find, 
The train has left them both behind. 


“Look at those wagons over there," 
Cries ' Rastus to the little bear. 


The sight of the train afar off stops "Rastus from 
grumbling and, seizing Rupert's hand, he does his 
best to keep up. Running without pause, they take 
the shortest cut, Entering the station yard Rupert 
sees with a thrill that the train hasn't gone, At that 
moment there is a whistle from the engine and it 
begins to move gently, Rupert and ‘Rastus can 
only stand on the platform and watch the train 
getting smaller in the distance. The porter watches 
them curiously, "There's no other train until the 
evening," he says 


The two pals wander out into a field. “Never 
mind,” says Rupert, trying to be cheerful. “You're 
a country mouse. You could teach me lots of 
things about the fields and the trees." "I'm fed 
upwith thecountry,” Rastus says. “I wanttosee the 
big town." Nothing that Rupert says can induce 
Rastus to go for a walk. “If we can't go to town 
let's watch the trains go by,” suggests the country 
mouse. For a time things are very quiet. Then 
"Rastus points. "Look, there are some goods 
wagons in a siding. Let's go there," he cries. 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


a 
| RUPERT BOARDS THE TRAIN A 


“T'd like to see them, Rupert, please,” 
And so the little bear agrees. 


At length the workman goes away, 
So *Rastus goes across to play. 


“Come back!" cries Rupert, “or you'll fall,” 
But "Rastus pays no heed at all. 


They hear the man come back agair 
-And join their truck on to the train. 


Walking to the end of the embankment they 
timidly approach the sidings. A man is coupling 
and uncoupling some small trucks, and he pays no 
attention-to the two pals, "Rastus thinks it all very 
thrilling and, slipping from Rupert's grasp, he runs 
underneath. “Look,” he cries, “these trucks aren't 
joined. Ido believe I could climb right into a truck 
from here.” "You come right away this instant!” 
says Rupert severely. 

Rupert's words have no effect on "Rastus. 


simply must stop him,” thinks Rupert, “even if 1 
have to pull him down.” He scrambles on to a 
buffer just in time to see his pal topple over into the 
truck. Dropping on to the floor of the truck 
beside "Rastus, Rupert tries to urge him to get 
out again, but the other won't. Suddenly there 
is the sound of footsteps, Then a big jolt tells 
them that an engine has joined their train. The 


two pals get so frightened that they dare hardly 
move. 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


RUPERT IS 


Then, to the little chums’ dismay, 
The train begins to move away. 


CAPTURED 


A railwayman soon spots the pair, 
‘And crossly shouts, Come down from there 


He says, “You'll have to come with me; 
My Chief Inspector you must see." 


“Our friends have come here for the day," 
Cries Rupert Bear. "Please can we stay?" 


To their horror the train begins to move away 
from the sidings. "Oh, dear, now we are in for 
trouble!” whispers Rupert. As the train gathers 
speed they scramble on to some boxes and peer over 
the edge just as the train shoots into a long, dark 
Tunnel. Later, houses appear, and Rupert realizes 
that hisjourney is ending. When the train stops they 
peerover the edge just as a railwayman passes 
them. "Oh, please, where are we?" asks Rupert. 
“You're in Nutchester goodsyard," says the man 
grimly, "and you've no business in that truck!" 


Rupert is excited at the railwayman’s words, “Is 
this Nutchester?" cries Rupert. "Why, that's the 
name of the big town the schoolmaster was going 
to. All my pals are somewhere here on an outing." 
The man helps them to the ground, and then he 
marches them up one of the long platforms. Beside 
the barrier at the head of the platform stands an 
inspector who listens in surprise as the man explains 
what has happened. When the man goes away 
Rupert starts breathlessly, “Please, could you help 
us to find my Nutwood pals and the schoolmaster?” 


RUPERT ASKS A SOLDIER 


TTA 
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“You wait just here,” replies the man. 
"T Il find your chums now, if I can.” 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


But "Rastus feels quite nervous there, 
And runs away from Rupert Bear. 


Poor Rupert hos an awful fright, 
To find the mouse is not in sight. 


A soldier who is walking past, 
Says he saw ' Rastus—running fast. 


The inspector gazes at Rupert. "Did you say you 
belong to the Nutwood party?" he asks. "Why, 
they came through here only about an hour ago. 
Tl see what can be done. Just you wait here until 
I return." Closing the gates he goes off to make 
inquiries. Meanwhile "Rastus is getting more and 
more unhappy. He has never been in such a 
large building before. Taking his chance when 
Rupert's back is turned, he tiptoes away for a few 
yards and then bolts out of the station. 

Rupert gets a terrible shock when he turns round 


and finds that "Rastus isn’t there, In case the little 
mouse has run out of the station he makes for the 
nearest exit, but the street is quite empty except for 
an approaching soldier. Rupert is just going to run 
back to the station when the soldier hails him in a 
friendly voice. “Well, if it isn’t a little bear! The 
place seems full of animals this morning.” Rupert 
starts. "Have you by any chance seen a little mouse 
in a rough country suit?" he asks. The soldier 
laughs. “That I have,” he says. "He shot past me 
as if he was running a race not two minutes ago.” 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


RUPERT GETS REFRESHMENT 


At last they find him in the town, “You silly mouse!” laughs Rupert Bear, 
Behind a news-board, crouching down. “Whatever are you doing there?” 


The soldier kind says, “Now I think No longer can their new friend sta 
You need some food and then a drink.” And so the chums go on their way. 

Taking Rupert's hand the soldier turns away from with Rupert trotting along happily on the pavement, 
thestation. Suddenly Rupert gives a cry and darts the soldier strides into another street. Marching up 
toone side. Peeping out from behind a news-board to a coffee-stall he plants the two pals on the 
is the worried face of his pal, the country mouse. ^ counter and orders them great mugs of cocoa and 
Seeing Rupert beside him, "Rastus crawls out of his large sandwiches. When the little pals have eaten 
hiding-place. “What are you doing there?" laughs as much as they want the soldier says he must be 
the little bear. "Oh, I didn’t like all those iron getting back to duty, so, after thanking him, they 
bars," cries "Rastus. The soldier gives a jolly move off. “It’s the first time I've been in a big 
laugh, and the next moment he has hoisted the town,” says "Rastus, "I'm not going near those 
country mouse on to his shoulder. iron bars again. Let's go the other way. I want to 

"Rastus soon gets used to his unusual perch and, see the sights." 
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Rupert and ’Rastus ; 


RUPERT PAYS THE FARES 


Again the mouse leaves Rupert's side, 
This time he thinks he'll take a ride. 


So Rupert has to follow too, 
There's nothing else that he can do. 


The bus goes to the Market Square, 
And Rupert can just pay the fare. 


Then ' Rastus, who is looking out, 
Calls Rupert with a joyful shout. 


Rupert tries to hold "Rastus back, but the country 
mouse snatches his hand away and runs up the 
road. "Oo, look,” he cries. "Heresa bus. What 
a whopper! Its double the size of our Nutwood 
bus. Let's have a ride," On board the bus 'Rastus 
makes straight for the stairs and runs to the front 
window just as they start to move. There is nothing 
that Rupert can do but follow. "Oh, dear, you 
are a handful," he sighs as they gaze up the road. 
There is a cry of “Fares, please" ,and the con- 


ductor appears. The little bear looks up in anxiety. 
"We don't want to go anywhere particular,” he 
says. "We only go to Market Square,” replies 
the man, “and that'll be a penny for each of you." 
Feeling in his pocket Rupert finds just the right 
amount, Rupert's thoughts are suddenly inter- 
rupted by ‘Rastus, who has moved to a side window 
and is gazing down to the pavement. The country 
mouse gives a shout and points. “Look, look! 
There they all are!" he cries. 


Rupert and ’Rastus ry 


'RASTUS FALL 


The little mouse is off again, Straight off the bus he takes a jump, 
He never troubles to explain, ‘And lands with such a dreadful bump, 


When he's recovered from his scare, To find the others off they go, 
He says, “I saw your schoolfriends there." Bui where 10 look they do not know. 

When Rupert turns round "Rastus is not there. got out of sight," gasps "Rastus, “Whom do you 
The country mouse has slipped off the seat and is mean? What did you see from the top of the bus?" 
now running between the other seats and towards asks Rupert. "Why, you noodle,” says the little 
the stairs, "Rastus has a good start and runs down mouse. “It was your schoolmaster and Bill and 
the stairs on to the platform, What he has seen  Algy and all your other friends." There is now no 
from the window has caused him such excitement sign of their friends. “They may have gone straight 
that he leaps from the bus while it is going full through the street or they may be in one of 
speed, and next instant he is turning somersaults, the shops,” says Rupert. “Half a mo!" says 
head over heels, in the roadway. "Rastus, stopping in a doorway. "Here's a sign 

Rupert finds "Rastus sitting very dazed on a that "come in! Let's see if they ve gone in 
kerbstone. “I wanted to catch them before they there.” 
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fe Rupert and ’Rastus 


Poor "Rastus can't believe his eyes, Again the mouse takes to his heels, 
“Who is that great big mouse?" he cries. By now, quite cross, poor Rupert feels. 
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He manages to catch his chum, A kindly policeman says, “Good day,” 
And then they sit down feeling glum. Which frightens ' Rastus Mouse away. 

The two pals enter the building and find it is a As the two pals sit gloomily on a flight of steps 
sort of fun palace. "Rastus is staring in horror at there comes a cheerful voice. "Well, well, Nut- 
a large curved ‘mirror just inside the doorway. chester seems to be full of animals to-day! And 
“That isn't me," gasps "Rastus.. “It's another why aren't you little people with the others?” 
mouse. I've never seen such a big one. Here, lets Rupert jumps up. "Have you seen them?" he 
get out of this as quickly as we can." Turning, cries. "We've been trying to find them, Oh, if 
he bolts out of the building and runs up the you know where they are, please tell us. . . ." A 
pavement as fast as he can. “Oh, dear,” murmurs Tittle noise makes him turn. "Rastus is scrambling 
Rupert, as he hurries in pursuit. "He really is up the steps and into the building. “Gracious, he's 
the limit," off again," gasps the little bear. 
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He's hiding in the luggage room, 
And Rupert finds him in the gloom. 


RUPERT ASKS 


Their friends are strolling in the park, 
So Rupert thinks he'll have a lark, 


A POLICEMAN 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


The kindly policeman is still there, 
And he directs the little bear. 


The master tells them what to do, 
And Rupert looks and listens too. 


Rupert spots "Rastus crouching behind a pile of 
luggage. Keeping a firm grip on his friend's hand 
Rupert leads him back down the steps to where the 
policeman is standing and smiling in amusement, 
"Rastus is still afraid, but he gets more interest 
the man takes them into another street. 
those wooden railings is Nutchester Park, 
policeman, “And about a quarter of an hour ago 
1 saw your little friends all go in there. You ought 
to have no difficulty in finding them." 


Thanking the friendly policeman the two friends 
go into the park, and almost at once they see the old 
schoolmaster and all their friends. Going round ina 
circle Rupert and "Rastus get near to the others and 
hide behind a bush to hear what is going to happen. 
The schoolmaster starts to speak to his little grout 
“We're now going to play a game," he says. “I 
want you all to get out of sight. Then I shall hide 
this black hat of mine. When I give the word you 
can search. The finder gets a piece of chocolate." 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


b RUPERT SPRINGS HIS SURPRISE 


Of course the hat just can't be found, 
And puzzled they all gather round. 


'a trick I'll play.” 
He grabs the hat and runs away. 


Says Rupert, creeping up behind, 
“See! Here's the hat you could not find.” 


Bill Badger and Edward and the others run out of 
sight as they have been bidden. When they are far 
enough away the schoolmaster looks round care- 
fully. Then he walks straight for the bush where 
Rupert and "Rastus are crouching. Having hidden 
his black hat the schoolmaster goes and sits on a 
seat and calls for the others to return and begin 
their search. Reaching gently through the branches, 
Rupert takes the hat and, backing out through the 
bush with "Rastus, he dodges behind a tree to 
watch what. happens. 


32 


Rupert watches with glee the failure of all the 
others to find the hat. At length the party from 
Nutwood give up the search and the schoolmaster 
gets up to show them where he has hidden it. The 
schoolmaster is very puzzled. “I can't understand 
it" he says. “I put the hat under that branch, 
and now it’s gone.” A cheerful laugh behind them 
makes them all wheel round. "Why, it's Rupert," 
shouts Bill. "And that's my hat!" cries the master. 
“But who on earth is that underneath it?" Delighted 
at the success of his trick, Rupert introduces "Rastus. 


They listen to the little bear, 
While he explains how they got there. 


Rupert and ’Rastus 


Their treat is finished now, and so 
Back to the station they must go. 


They laugh and chatter all the way, 
For they have had a lovely day. 


When 'Rastus Mouse is safely home, 
He vows he never more will roam. 


Starting at the beginning Rupert tells them of 
isvisit to Willie and of all their adventures with 
the goods train, the ticket inspector, the soldier, 
the bus, the mirror and the policeman. When 
Rupert has satisfied all his questioners the school- 
master declares it's time to start for home. "Rastus 
doesn't like the idea of facing the ticket inspector, 
butthe master explains that he had a ticket for 
Rupert and that "Rastus can have Willie's ticket. 
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In the railway carriage on the way home the 
others tell Rupert and "Rastus of their outing 
and how they have seen the town hall and the 
shops and the zoo and the aquarium. Back at 
Mrs. Mouse's cottage Rupert and "Rastus tell 
Willie of all that has happened during the day. 
“It sounds a wonderful adventure," says Willie. 
“1 do hope I'm not il) next time you have an outing 
to the big town.” 


>g RUPERT and the 
- BLUE MOUNTAIN 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT MEETS THE 


ARTIST 


“Please, Uncle Bruno, come and play," 
Pleads Rupert one fine sunny day. 


To do some gardening they agree, 
But soon Bill Badger’s face the) 


He says, “I've seen a strange old man; 
Let's walk behind him if we can." 


“Oh dear!" says Rupert, feeling small, 
"He's just an artist after all.” 


Rupert is bored with having nothing to do. 
Wandering round the house he invites Uncle Bruno, 
‘who has been spending his holiday in Nutwood, to 

him. “I'm a bit old for play," replies 
ut if you can find something useful to 
do, Vil join you. There's a box of seedlings that 
mee planting out" But they do not work long. 
without warning, Bill Badger pops his head over 
ihegate. "Hi, Rupert!" he cries, "there's such an 
odd-looking stranger in the village. 
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At Bill's call Rupert forgets all about the garden- 
ing and races away with his pal. They catch up. 
with the stranger just beyond the village. The 
whiskery stranger soon stops. From one parcel he 
produces a folding easel, from the other a half- 
painted canvas, and from his case he takes a stool 
nd his palette, Then he goes on with his picture. 

hy, he's only an artist after all,” says Rupert. 
"s a nice picture, isn't it ys Bill; "but how 
blue he has painted those hills. 


e Rupert and the Blue Mountain 
4 RUPERT STARTS TO PAIN |] 


The artist then explains just w 
He paints the hills blue as the sk. 


They wander down the village street, 
And Uncle Bruno chance to meet. 


He hears their tale with some surprise, They know a place, so make their way 
Then each a box of paints he buys. And set to work without delay. 

“Well,” says the stranger, "is there something Both the little bear and the little badger insist 
about my picture that you don’t understand?” they would like to try, so Uncle Bruno leads the 
“Please,” says Rupert, “it’s those hills. I've been way into a shop and, to their delight, he buys them 
out to them and they're just green fields and trees, each a paint-box and a book of sketching paper. 
but you've painted them blue!" The artist laughs After lunch the two little pals set out to find a place 
and explains that the farther away the hills are, the to start their paintings. "We won't go to the field 
bluer they usually look. When the artist has finished where the artist was," says Rupert. "Let's try 


they race back to the vi id find Uncle Bruno. another view.” They wander up to a high part of 
“That stranger was an artist," cries Rupert. "He's Nutwood Common, and, putting their mugs of 
been teaching us how to paint mountains a long water carefully down on a convenient slab of rock, 
way off, I do wish that 1 had some blue paint." they settle themselves comfortably to start drawing. 


36 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT SEES THE BLUESTONE 


Their friend, the old Professor, comes, 
And lie encourages the chums. 


He says, " There's something you should see, 
How would you like to come with me?” 


FI 


A rock so blue to them he shows, 
But where it comes from no one knows. 


By now it's getting rather late, 
And so they say they must not wait. 


Rupert sees that their friend, the old Professor, is 
approaching. He is very interested in what the 
little pals are doing. Rupert and Bill wonder why 
the old Professor has gone so quiet, At length he 
speaks. “That blue hill of yours," he says. “It 
reminded me of something." "The hills aren't 
really so blue,” says Rupert, “They're just grass 
and rocks and trees like this common.” “Don’t 
you be too sure," the old man murmurs. “Come 
with me. I'll show you something.” And he leads 
them away to his strange castle-like house. 
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Taking the two pals into his study the old Pro- 
fessor goes to a glass-fronted cupboard. “You say 
that hills are not really blue!" he says; “but look 
at this.” He puts a lump of bright bluestone into 
Rupert's hands and Rupert is thrilled at the sight. 
“If you could find how to get to it you will have 
made a fortune for all of us," says the Professor. 
Soon it is time for the little pals to say good-bye. 
“How surprised that artist would be if he heard 
that there really was a blue hill somewhere,” laughs 
Rupert. “I do wish that I could find it. 
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Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT CATCHES THE IMP 


‘Oh, look, Bill!" whispers Rupert Bear, 
A tiny little Imp lies there. 


He wakes and tries to get away, 
But Rupert wants the Imp to stay. 


They say to him, “We think that you 
Will know where there's a mountain blue.” 


He says, “If you come here to-night, 
T'I see you get to it all right.” 


Leaving all their painting things at Mrs. Bear's 
cottage, the two pals set out again for the common, 
As they approach a grass bank the little bear pauses 
suddenly and stops Bill. "Look," he whispers, "it's 
‘one of the Imps of Spring. His work’s done and 
he must be having a nap in the sun before he goes 
back underground." The little creature sits up, 
catches sight of the two pals, and in an instant has 
leapt away in fright. But he is not quick enough, 
for Rupert is just in time to grab him by an ankle 
in mid-air. 
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“What do you want with me?" quavers the Imp, 
"Let me go!" All at once Rupert gets an idea. 
“Listen,” he cries, “The old Professor has just told 
us that somewhere there is a blue mountain. You 
Imps know all about what is inside the earth. If we 
let you go will you promise to take us and show us 
where it is?” The Imp gives a crooked sort of grin. 
“If that’s what you want I'll do it for you," he 
declares. "Meet me near here after dark, about 
midnight," Ruperts surprised at getting the Imp's 
promise, but he and Bill at once set him free. 


Rupert and the Blue 


RUPERT 


STANDS 


Mountain c 


ON ROCK 


So when they both should be in bed, 
They quietly meet outside instead, 


The Imp points to a rock just near, 
And says, " You'll have to stand on here,” 


They hurry on, that naughty pai 
And find the Imp is waiting there. 


The rock starts spinning like a top, 
Oh! how they wish that it wouid stop. 


A little before midnight Rupert slips out of his 
cottage, and running across to Mrs. Badger's home, 
finds Bill just dropping out from his window. Trot- 
ting cautiously through the darkness Rupert and 
Bill make their way to the common. “I wonder if 
we can find the spot where the Imp told us to meet. 
him," murmurs Bill. Then, straight ahead of them, 
they see the figure of the Imp standing up dark 
against the skyline. "There he is," cries Rupert, 
“but what is that slab that he is standing on? I've 
been here often, but I've never seen that before. 
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The Imp chuckles mischievously. “That stone is 
important,” he says. “If you really want to go to 
the Blue Mountain you stand on it.” Rupert and 
Bill wonder if a trick is going to be played on them, 
but the Imp seems quite serious. So they get up on 
to the smooth slab. Without any warning the stone 
begins to spin round. Faster and faster it goes, until 
the two pals have to cling to cach other to prevent 
being flung off. “Hi, make it stop,” cries Rupert. 
“It's making us both terribly giddy.” But the Imp 
only laughs. 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT RIDES UNDERGROUND 


The Imp then drags them at great speed, 
And to their cries he pays no heed. 


He tells them, “Hurry up, you two! 
Between those rocks you must squeeze through.” 


They grope their way with greatest care. 
And find two tiny cars just there. 


The Imp tells them to jump inside, 
Because they're going for a ride. 


At length, the stone slows down and stops. The 
Imp seizes them both by the hand and drags them 
away at top speed. “You're not supposed to know 
where you're going," laughs the Imp. That's why 
I made you giddy on the spinning stone." They 
find themselves being pushed between some large 
rocks and into a deep, dark crack. "Oh, dear," 
quavers Rupert. “I do wish I knew where we are.” 
“T'I take good care that you don't," says the Imp. 
“I promised to take you io the Blue Mountain and 
I'll keep my promis 


The Imp slips past them and goes on ahead as 
soon as there is room for him to do so. The two 
friends realize that there is a strange glow inside 
the passage. Before them is a tiny rail-track and 
queer-shaped cars on it. "What are these cars, 
and how did they get here?" asks Rupert. "They 
belong to us, the Imps of Spring,” replies the Imp 
"Thats how we get under the earth to do our 
work during the cooler weather. Jump in." Near 
his right hand Rupert finds a handle and by pushing 
it forward he makes his car start. 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain A 


RUPERT GLIDES THROUGH AIR 


Those little cars are really grand; At last a rushing noise grows near, 
They go on water and on land. And then the Imp says, “Pull up here!" 


He pays no heed to what they say, Above the lake they swing along; 

But works so busily away. Oh! how they hope that wire is strong. 
Sudddenly the little bear sees with a shock that In his hand the Imp brings the end of a slender 
the line goes straight down into the water. steel cable, and this he threads through the loops on 
We're going too fast. I can't stop,” he cries the tops of the floating cars. “I wondered what 
desperate But he need not have worried, The those loops were foi cries Rupert. “Do tell me 


smoothly on their what you're doing!" The two pals don't have to 
course over the glassy surface. Then they enter —— waitlongforananswer. The Imptakestheend ofthe 
another tunnel, and the noise in front of them le and fastens it to something out of Rupert's 
becomes terrific. Suddenly the Imp guides the sight, Then he pulls a lever behind a rock, In- 
into a quiet pool behind a rock and makes _stantly the cable is drawn tight, lifting up the cars. 
and Bill get out. To his horror, Rupert sees At the last minute the Imp leaps upwards and 
a great waterfall just behind him. hangs on to Rupert's car just às it glides. away 
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cars float like boats and keel 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT FEELS THE COLD 


But then they see a glorious sight, 
And all around a strange, blue light. 


The little Imp says, “Come with me; 
There's something else that you should see.” 


The path winds upward, and they find 
They're very nearly left behind, 


At length into the light they climb, 
And it grows colder all the time. 


The cable leads from one huge cave to another 
and the cars settle gently and come to a stop. "Ooh, 
how lovely!" cries Rupert. “Wherever are we?" 
“Why, you noodle,” says the Imp, "you've come 
right into the middle of the Blue Moun Picking 
up a couple of pieces of the lovely coloured rock, 
they turn to the Imp... Whereare we?" cries Rupert. 
“Why did the Professor say that nobody knew where 
the Blue Mountain was? Can't people see it?” 
The Imp laughs aloud. "Come with me,” he says. 
ve got another surprise for you.” 


Rupert and Bill both put a piece of the beautiful 
blue rock into their pockets. The two pals hurriedly 
follow the little creature, and find he is leading them 
into a long rough passage with many steps and 
boulders, He moves at a great rate and the passage 
winds about higher and higher. At length Bill gives 
a cry. "We're not on rock any more. This is ice!" 
and in a moment they struggle out into the open air. 
“Where are we?" says Rupert, with his teeth 
chattering. “We're on a mountain glacier,” replies 
the Imp cheerfully. “How do you like it 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT IS DESERTED 


The Imp of Spring says 
The blue is covered by the snow. 


“I'm going to leave you no 
The chums stare at him in surprise. 


He slips away into the rock ; “We must do something,” Rupert sighs. 
Poor Bill and Rupert—what a shock! “Let's try this tunnel," Bill replies. 


Rupertand Bill stare in astonishment. "Now Rupert and Bill are horrified by the action of the 


youcan see why it has never been found," says Imp. Scrambling on to the shelf of rock, they call 
ihelmp. "Its the only blue mountain on earth, after the creature, but the only answer is a distant, 
butit’s always covered in snow so that nobody mocking laugh. They gaze at each other silently. 
has ever seen—from the outside—what colour it Pulling themselves together, Rupert and Bill try to 
really is.” The two pals are so cold that they beg find their way back to where they left the strange 
togoback. Then they get a shock, for the Imp leaps ^ — car-boats. They feel very lonely and helpless now 
on toa shelf and grins mischievously. “I promised that the Imp is no longer there to guide them. 
tobring you to the Blue Mountain,” he cries, Suddenly Rupert stops. "Look," he cries, "here's 


and I kept my word. Good-bye!" In a flash he a little tunnel which is well used. The floor is worn 
hasdisappeared through a crack in the rock. quite smooth." 


4 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT WAKES THE KING 


They to crawl along the floor 
And reach, at last, a wooden door. 


They peep inside, then stand and stare! 
The strangest sight they see in there. 


Between the rows they softly creep 
And find the Imp King, fast asleep. 


But now the Imps wake with a shout, 
And try to drive the chums right out. 


Rupert and Bill crouch down and crawl along 
the tunnel, All at once they come into a small cave. 
Beside them is a door bearing the word —SILENCE. 
Very gently the two pals open the door, and at first 
can see nothing. Then Bill finds a switch and 
presses it. A light comes on, and they find that they 
are in a long, tidy cave, with rows of beds on each 
side: tiny beds, each with a little figure asleep inside. 
Rupert blinks and stares in amazement. "These are 
all the Imps of Spring," he whispers. "This must 
be their bedroom. We'd better not wake them. 
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In the middle of the long dormitory they fina one 
bed which is raised on a little platform. "Look," 
whispers Rupert, "there's a crown on a shelf over 
his head. This one must be the King of the Imps!” 
The little King stirs again and rubs his eyes and 
blinks. Then he sits up suddenly and stares at the 
two little pals. “What's the meaning of this?" he 
squeaks. “Who are you? How did you get here?" 
Instantly the room is in an uproar. At the sound 
of their King’s voice the Imps start up and rush 
across in their night-gowns to grab Rupert and Bill. 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT IS EXPELLED 


When everything is quiet again, 
The King asks Rupert to explain. 


At first, the King doubts Rupert Bear, 
Until they find that Tim's not there. 


In spite of this he's angry though, 
And tells the chums that they must go. 


They find, as sadly they walk round, 
Large pots of paint upon the ground. 


The little King looks very angry. "This is very 
serious,” says the King. "Nobody but an Imp of 
Spring has ever visited this room before. How on 
earth did you get here?" Rupert begins to tell 
the story of the artist and the Imp, and of their 
wonderful journey to the Blue Mountain of which 
the Professor has spoken. Above the head of a bed 
that has not been slept in there is a card marked 
"Tim". TheKingstares. "So," hecries, "that Imp, 
Timothy, has been up to his tricks again! We shall 
have to speak sternly to him when he comes back.” 
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“And we don't know the way back to Nutwood,”” 
quavers Rupert. The King thinks a minute, "lt 
was an artist who started this idea of yours. Per- 
haps another artist would get you back—if you can 
find him." Without explaining what he means, the 
little King turns abruptly, marches the Imps back 
into their bedroom, and slams the door. "This is 
awful,” cries Rupert. "He isn't going to help u 
"They wander dismally away. Soon they reach 
a side passage, and, gazing into it, they see an array 
of tubs and pots. 


Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT RIDES AGAIN 


An old man looks up i 


surprise. They tell their troubles to the man, 
“Are you the artist 


* Rupert cries. Who says he'll help them if he can. 


The old man says, “This map I know He takes them to the railway track, 
Will show the way that you should go.” Where they must start their journey back. 
Hearing a sound at the end of the side passage, Taking the pals down yet another passage, the 
Rupert and Bill push through until they discover an man stops before a curious sort of chart on the wall. 
odd little man who is stirring something hot in a “Whatever is that?" asks Rupert. “It looks like a 
tub. As soon as he can stop stirring the paint, the map of the Underground." "Why, that's exactly 
little man makes Rupert tell him the whole story of what it is,” laughs the man. “Our very own Under- 
how he arrived at the Blue Mountain. "So now ground railway, which the Imps use evety spring. 
you want to get back to your home," he smiles. You didn't know that it ran right under your village, 
“Let it be a lesson to you never to get yourselves into did you?" Farther down the passage the two pals 
the hands of those Imps of Spring. They'll trick find another tiny railway. A trolley is standing 
you every time. Now come: I'll see what can be there, and the little man puts them on to it, and 
done." working a handle he starts it off at a great speed. 
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Rupert and the Blue Mountain s 


RUPERT TAKES THE LIFT 


Quite soon he stops the truck once more; The chums look upward to th. 
Then through the roof he starts to bore. And then their new friend says 


Up, up they go, high in the air, They see—when it is getting light— 
I's lucky there aren't houses there. The old professor's house in sight. 

While Rupert and Bill watch, he pushes the trolley Suddenly the platform on which they are standing 
away and another one rolls up with a great iron is shot straight up through the newly-bored hole and 
point facing upwards. The man turns a handle so they are tossed high into the darkness of the night. 

at the heavy point whirls and spins. "Look!" They land again on soft, thick grass. "I do hope 
cries Rupert. "He's boring a hole right through this is Nutwood,” gasps Rupert. The chums grope 
the roof." After a while the man fetches another their way across the grass in the darkness, taking 
strange trolley on which is a platform on to which care not to fall back down the new, round hole. 
he lifts the two pals. "But how are we to get up Gradually the dawn begins to break, All at once 
through the hole?” asks Rupert. “You'll soon find Rupert points excitedly. "That shape against the 


he cries. “That must be the old Professor's 


out,” cries the man. “I'm going to say good-bye 
Let's go there before we go to our homes.” 


now. All you have to do is to stand quite still.” 
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Rupert and the Blue Mountain 


RUPERT SHOWS THE PRIZE 


The dwarf comes down to Rupert's knock, 
And says, “It's only five o'clock 1” 


He lets them in, and off they go, 
Their precious lumps of rock to show. 


Although they search all round the place, 
Of their adventure there's no trace 


They meet the artist once again, 
And their adventures they explain. 


1n the growing light Rupert and Bill hurry 
ihrough the woods towards the house of the old 
Professor. A bolt is drawn, and the sleepy form of 
the dwarf, the old man's servant, appears. "Oh, 
please, can we see the Professor?” cries Rupert. 
“We've found his Blue Mountain.” The dwarf, 
who is used to his strange requests, gives way; and 
soon they have placed their precious pieces-of rock 
in the hand of a very sleepy and surprised old man 
and have told their story. "Well, Rupert, you 
certainly are a quick worker," says the Professor. 
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The old man dresses and comes down to see them 
off, still chuckling over their adventure. Leaving 
the old Professor still laughing. the two friends wend 
their way homewards. Meeting the artist just 
starting work, they bring out their bits of rock. 
"Look," says Rupert, "you paint hills blue when 
they're not blue, but we've found a mountain that 
really is blue but doesn’t look blue!" The artist 
stares. “I've no idea what you're talking about,” he 
says laughingly. "Please toddle away and let me 
work." With a chuckle Rupert and Bill go home. 


© RUPERT and the © 


PRINCE of CHINA 


Rupert and the Prince of China 


“Oh, look who's sitting over there; 
It's Pong Ping!" cries the little bear. 


RUPERT TRIES TO GIVE ADVICE 


Poor Pong Ping's feeling rather blue, 
He hasn't anything to do. 


The little Peke is really glum, 
And so they walk home with their chum. 


What's wrong with everyone to-day, 
Thinks Rupert as Bill runs away. 


"Look up there, Bill," says Rupert to his pal. 
“There's Pong Ping, the Peke, he looks very gloomy; 
let's go and see what's the matter.” Pong Ping rises 
wearily as the others approach. "What's up?" asks 
Bill. “Oh, I'm bored," says the little Peke. "Nut- 
wood's awfully quiet nowadays. You're always 
having adventures, Rupert, but it's ages since any- 
thing happened to me.” “If you want adventures 
you should look for them," declares Rupert. Bill 
doesn't speak again and a mischievous look comes 
over his face. 


Pong Ping seems quite down in the dumps, so 
Rupert and Bill suggest various games; but he won't 
play, and in the end they go with him, trying to talk 
cheerfully, as far as the archway in the hedge leading 
to his House. "Its all very well, but you can't 
possibly make adventures to order," says Rupert, 
as he and Bill regain the Common. “I wonder," 
murmurs Bill vaguely. He stares intently across 
the hill, Then, without saying good-bye, he 
runs away, leaving Rupert gazing after him in 
surprise. 


Rupert and the Prince of China 


RUPERT 


SEES A LETTER 


Next morning, early, comes Pong Ping, 
To tell a most exciting thing. 


“Look at this letter," Pong Ping cries; 
“I cannot make it out,” he sighs. 


Says Bill, “I know a clever man 
Who'll read your letter if he can." 


“How lovely!" Pong Ping cries with glee 
“Please, Rupert, come and wait with me. 


First thing after breakfast next morning Rupert 
goes out just in time to see Pong Ping running 
towards him. "I say, look at this,” cries the little 
Peke. "Here's a mystery! A letter was pushed in 
at my home this morning. The envelope was in 
English, but the letter! I can’t make head or tail 
of it. It looks a bit like Chinese, but it’s not from 
my part of China.” Just then Bill appears again, 
and joining the group he looks at the strange letter 
with every sign of interest. 
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Bill Badger stares solemnly at the queer letter. 
Then he folds it up. “I know somebody who will 
tell us what this means," he declares. And without 
more ado he turns and runs away with it. “I'll 
bring it back to your home, Pong Ping," he calls 
over his shoulder. "Bill's in an odd mood," says 
Rupert; "I wonder if he really knows someone who 
can explain that Chinese writing.” Pong Ping 
grabs his arm. "Come back with me, Rupert," he 
begs. "This may be an adventure after all." 


Rupert and the Prince of China 


RUPERT 


OFFERS TO HELP 


They haven't long to wait before 
Outside they hear Bill's voice once mot 


He says, “A Prince is on the wi 
And he will call on you next day. 


The little Peke is so amazed, 
This news has made him feel quite dazed. 


There's such a lot of work to do, 
That Rupert says he will help, too. 


The two friends have scarcely reached Pong 
Ping's house when they hear a voice calling and they 
pop their heads out of a window. “Why, it's Bill!" 
cries Rupert. "How quick he has been." They 
race outside to join him, “I've found out what this 
means,” says Bill importantly. “It says that a 
Prince of China is coming to visit you and he hopes 
to be here to-morrow afternoon. Then he folds 
up the mysterious letter and gives it back to the 
bewildered little Peke. 
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When he has handed back the letter, Bill says that 
he has a lot to do and runs off to his house, but Pong 
Ping doesn't know whether to look worried or glad. 
“Fancy such a thing happening to me," he cries. 
“A Prince of China coming here! Whatever shall 
1 do to make the house ready for him? And what 
will he want to eat?” "We'd better start quickly,” 
says Rupert. “I'll stay and help you.” And soon 
they are busy sweeping and dusting and moving 
furniture 


Rupert and the Prince of China 


RUPERT SEES THE PRINCE 


Again, next day, goes Rupert Bear, To please the prince is Pong Ping's wish, 
To help his little chum prepare. And so he cooks a Chinese dish. 


Now Rupert keeps a sharp look-out, Rupert cries, “the prince is here!” 


While Pong Ping's hurrying about. They feel so scared as he draws near. 

Early the following morning Rupert runs round Just as Pong Ping is hanging the last paper 
to help his pal get the house ready for the guest lantern Rupert peers from a window. “I say," he 
visitor. First they hang flags and streamers and cries, "I do believe your visitor is here already.” 
paper lanterns all over the place. Then Pong Ping Seizing a Chinese gong they rush to the archway in 
puts on an apron, and going to the stove, stirs all the hedge and gaze at the strange figure who is 
sorts of weird things into a pot. "We must give approaching. "They don’t dress like that in my 
him some real Chinese food,” says the little Peke, part of China," says Pong Ping. "He must come 
“though I can't imagine what part of China he from a very distant part. Anyway, thank goodness 
comes from. I've never seen writing like that he hasn't a lot of servants with him.” And they 


before. run to meet him. 
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Rupert and the Prince of China 


RUPERT ACTS AS TRAIN-BEARER 


Outside to meet their guest they go, With Pong Ping beating on the gong, 
And Pong Ping bows down very low, The small procession moves along. 


They seat him in the finest chair; They take great care to do what's right, 
“Perhaps he's hungry?” says the bear. So back out slowly from his sight. 

The Prince is a very odd-looking person. His Feeling more and more nervous, the two pals 
clothes are long and loose and his hat is so large lead their visitor into a room they have cleaned 
and has so many ornaments on it that his face can and sit him down in the best chair of the house. 
hardly be seen. He says something in a high-pitched They wait to see if he will give any orders, but the 
voice which Pong Ping cannot understand. The Prince only goes on making curious noises that 
little Peke is very nervous and bows low in welcome. mean nothing to them. “‘He’s had a journey. 


Then they start a procession slowly back towards He'll be hungry," suggests Rupert. "So he will," 
the house, Rupert holding the Prince’s train while murmurs Pong Ping. "Let's go and get some 
Pong Ping marches in front beating the gong loudly food.” They shuffle away backwards, bowing as 
in honour of his visitor. they go, until they are outside the room. 
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Rupert and the Prince of China 


à RUPERT DISCOVERS THE TRICK 


They come back with a meal so fine, 
But of the Prince there is no sign. 


e's sitting down upon the ground, 
And rolling round and round and round, 


The chums look on in great alarm, 


“at's Bill!” gasps Rupert in dismay; 


Quite sure he must have come to harm. Oh! What a horrid trick to pla, 

Rupert and Pong Ping hurry to the kitchen and Rupert and Pong Ping run towards the Prince. 
collect a trayful of Chinese food and drink which “Oh, please, aren't you feeling well?" quavers the 
they have prepared in the morning. They carry it little Peke. At that the strange figure gives a loud 
back carefully, but now a shock awaits them—for gurgle and rolls helplessly on to his back with his 
the chair of honour is empty. The Prince of China feet in the air. Next minute the big hat and a mask 
has vanished! Setting down the tray, the two pals — have fallen off, revealing the mischievous, laughing 
push back into the passage. The front door is face of Bill Badger. "Oh, dear, you two did look so 
‘open and, hurrying outside, they find their visitor terribly funny. 1 just couldn't keep it up any 
sitting on the grass, gently rocking himself to and longer,” he gasps. Rupert and Pong Ping can only 
fro, and making the queerest noises. stare at him speechlessly. 
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Rupert and the Prince of China 


RUPERT ENJOYS THE FEAST 


“I made the whole thing up!" says Bill. 
“T've laughed so much I feel quite ill.” 


His little chums are both agreed 
He did it very well indeed. 


Says Pong Ping, "Come and eat that meal. 
At least the food I cooked is real." 


They gather round, all laughing still, 
To think how they were tricked by Bill. 


At length Rupert finds 
naughty thing," he cries, “what are you doing here? 
And where's the real Prince?" “Why, there isn't 
one!" laughs Bill. "When Pong Ping said he never 
has any adventures I thought I'd make one for him, 
so I wrote that imitation Chinese lette: Then I 
found that mask left over from last Christmas, and 
I made this hat from our garden nd a bit of 
Christmas tree and lots of ornaments. A few sheets 
and veils and a night-gown—and there we are!" 


s voice. "Bill, you 
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Leading the way back, Bill sits himself in the chair 
of honour and laughs anew. “I've never had so 
many decorations put up for me before!" he 
You're a very bad lad, but it was a good 
i You took us in completely." says Rupert 
“Now that there's all this fine food prepared, we'd 
better eat it," suggests Pong Ping. Soon they are all 
seated gaily round the table. "Well, you've cured 
me of being bored, but I wish it had been a real 
Prince of China," says the little Peke wistfully. 


RUPERT'S MONKEY PUZZLE 


AFTER one of his voyages, Sailor Sam brings home some little monkeys and gives 
one each to Rupert, Bill Badger, Podgy Pig, Algy Pug and Edward Trunk. 

The five pals tie very long strings to their pets and then meet in a wood to 
let them play. 

One of the monkeys immediately runs away, but the other four, delighted to 
have so much freedom, dash round and round happily until the strings are in a 
wonderful tangle. 

Can you sce which of the pals has lost his monkey? 
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RUPERT, BEPPO-^ .4 
and the DUCK — 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


“It's very hot," sighs Mrs. Bear, 
As she sits sewing in her chair. 


“Oh, how is Beppo?” Rupert cries. 
“He's not at all well,” she replies. 


as 


RUPERT LOOKS FOR TOYS 


ile 


As Rupert for the shopping goes, 
He meets à lady that he knows. 


Thinks Rupert Bear, “I must go round 
To Beppo, with this duck I've found.” 


"Rupert," says Mrs. Bear, “I want you to go and 
do the shopping. It’s too hot for me to walk far." 
With a sigh the little bear goes to fetch his big 
basket. Once in the open air Rupert trots along, 
looking out for adventure, but nothing much hap- 
pens and soon he reaches the busy little main street 
of Nutwood. Mr. Anteater is strolling along there, 
and Rupert catches sight of a lady ahead of him 
with a basket as big as his own, “Why, I do believe 
that is Beppo's owner," he murmurs. “I must 
catch her up and ask how he is.” 
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Running along, Rupert just catches the lady as 
she reaches a shop. "How is my little pal Beppo?” 
asks Rupert. "I haven't seen him for ages.” "Poor 
Beppo isn't very well," says the lady. “He just lies 
in his bed and won't get up.” Finishing his shop- 
ping, Rupert goes thoughtfully home. “Poor little 
Beppo,” he thinks. “I wish I could cheer him up." 
Going to his room, he opens the lid of a play-box 
and comes across a rubber duck, which squeaks 
when he presses it. "That might make Beppo 
smile,” he murmurs, “I'll take it along and see." 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


RUPERT CALLS ON BEPPO 


Poor Beppo really does look bad, 
Which makes the little bear feel sad. 


Then, suddenly, he sees with joy 
That Beppo's reaching for the toy. 


But when his mistress comes once more 
He lies down as he was before. 


She calls out to the little bear! 
“You'll find some apples over there.” 


Running across to Beppo's house Rupert is met 
by the lady. Taking the little bear to the sitting- 
room she shows him the basket where Beppo lies 
sleeping. After a while the lady says she must fetch 
the medicine which she has bought, and then she 
goes out softly. Rupert pulls the rubber duck from 
his pocket and gently makes it squeak, The little 
monkey catches sight of the duck, and, to Rupert's 
astonishment, sits up suddenly and stretches out one 
hand towards it while he starts to chatter with 
excitement. 


As Rupert is about to give the squeaking duck to 
the little monkey there comes the sound of footsteps 
as the lady returns. Beppo immediately flops back 
on to his pillow and shuts his eyes. Beppo lies quite 
still while she lifts his head and gives him a spoonful 
of medicine. But Rupert is puzzled. "There's 
something queer about this illness," he thinks, “If 
you like to go through my orchard,” says the lady, 
‘You will find that some fine apples have fallen, and 
you can help yourself." The little bear thinks that 
is a fine idea. 


RUPERT 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck a, 


STARTS THE CHASE 


So Rupert runs to try and find 
Some apples of his favourite kind. 


He hears a noise high in the trees, 
And there that naughty monkey sees. 


“You must go back now," Rupert cries, 
“Oh, no, I won't," his chum replies. 


Then to the little bear's dismay 
He sees his friend whisked right away. 


Rupert soon finds the large orchard and roams 
around, At that moment an apple falls from the 
tree right on to his head, “Well, how extraordinary 
that I should be exactly in the way of that one,” he 
cries, dropping the duck in his surprise. While 
Rupert stands beneath the apple tree a funny noise 
comes from the branches. He scrambles into the 
tree and comes face to face with Beppo, still in his 
pyjamas. "So I was right!" gasps Rupert; “you're 
not ill at all! You are just tricking your mistress. 
Come on down and go home this minute.” 
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Beppo has no intention of being caught. After 
leading Rupert well up the tree he slips nimbly 
round by some of the outer branches and drops 
rapidly to the ground, There he spies the rubber 
duck on the grass, grabs it, and gallops away. The 
little monkey has got a good start and makes for a 
small gate leading out of the orchard to the main 
road. Just then a big lorry, with a rope trailing 
behind, rattles past. Beppo makes a sudden leap, 
grabs the rope, and is whisked away from under 
Rupert's nose. 


D Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


RUPERT GETS A LIFT 


The driver does not hear his call, Then Rupert runs up to a man 
And Beppo pays no heed at all. And says, “Please help me, if you can!” 


When Rupert tells him what is wrong, They catch up with the van all right, 
He says the bear may go along. But Beppo's disappeared from sight. 

Rupert is horrified at what has happened. He The man tells him to get into the car and they 
rushes after the lorry and shouts at the top of his begin their chase. For a time they drive in silence. 
Voice, but the machine rattles so. much that the As the car enters the next village Rupert gives a cry 
driver cannot hear him, The lorry is soon out of of delight. A lorry is standing in the street and a 
sight, and poor Rupert is out of breath. Beside the man is unloading parcels from it. Hurriedly thank- 
road he finds a gentleman who has been changing ing the friendly driver, the little bear dashes out. 
One of the wheels of his car. "Oh, please,” pants “Please, have you seen the monkey that was riding 
the little bear, "do you think you could take me in your lorry,” he shouts. “Do tell me where he is. 
and catch up with that lorry that has just passed?" The man turns and stares at him. “What do you 
“Of course I could,” says the man. mean?” he demands, “I’ve seen no monkeys here.” 
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Rupert, Beppo and the Duck E 


: RUPERT HEARS THE SQUEAK 


A woman in distress appears, 
Her cries for help ring in his ears. 


“There's something in my house!" she cries. 
“I'll come with you," the bear replies. 


So to her house she takes the bear 
And says, “The strange noise was in there.” 


When Rupert hears that funny sound, 
He knows that Beppo is around. 


Rupert is terribly worried. He is sure it is the 
same lorry, but the man has seen nothing of Beppo 
and seems to think the little bear is trying to play a 
trick on him, Just then a woman gives a scream 
and runs out from one of the cottages. “Oh, dear,” 
she sobs. "There's something strange in one of my 
rooms. It made a noise like a large mouse or a rat, 
and I can't abide the creatures." Rupert looks at 
her in surprise. "I'm not afraid of mice,” he says 
bravely. “Would you like me to come back with 
you and see what it is?” 
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The woman seems very grateful when Rupert 
offers to go back with her. Then, all at once, there 
comes the loud squeak which had so frightened her. 
As soon as he hears the sound Rupert acts very 
strangely. Instead of running away he pushes open 
the door, tells the woman to come in, and begins 
to dance about the floor in great glee. “Why, what- 
ever's come over the little bear?” she asks. “It’s 
plain to see that you're not afraid of rats or mice.” 
"Help me up on to your dresser," cries Rupert. 
“T'I soon show you what made that noise!" 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


RUPERT CATCHES BEPPO 


And there, upon a dresser tall, 
He sees that monkey after all. 


He's very thankful to have found 
That naughty Beppo sofe arid sound. 


As Rupert rests upon the way, 
‘A cheery man bids him “Good day." 


He kindly gives them both a snack, 
To cheer them on their journey back. 


After clearing a place on the dresser the woman 
lifts Rupert on to it, “Now, Beppo, you rascal, 
come out," he cries. To her amazement the monkey 
appears from the top of the dresser. The woman is 
so astonished that Rupert tells his story all overagain. 
“Well, he did give me a turn,” she says, “but it’s 
all right now." The little bear laughs. *‘As soon as 
I heard that noise I knew it was my rubber duck 
and not a mouse,” he says. He is so relieved to get 
Beppo back that he cheerfully carries him, and 
soon he is trudging back to the village. 


Keeping a firm hold on Beppo, Rupert rests by the 
roadside. At length a sturdy countryman appears, 
striding down the road and carrying a large check 
bag. The man puts his bag down and stares at the 
strange couple, and then gives a cheerful laugh 
"Well, well, it's many a long day since I saw a monkey 
on my farmland,” he cries. Once again Rupert tells 
his story, this time rather wearily. The man rummages 
in his big bag and hands a bun to the little bear and 
two or three nuts to Beppo. “These should keep 
you going until a car comes along," he smiles. 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck zu 


RUPERT HEARS OF A SHORT CUT 


“You see those woods," he tells the bear; 
“You'll find a nice short cut through there.” 


The man picks up his bag to go, 
And finds the monkey—lying low. 


And then they find to their dismay, 
That Beppo's vanished right away. 


As Rupert walks along, he s 
A little cottage through the trees. 


At length Rupert gets up. “I'd better carry Beppo 
and push on,” he says. But the man takes him to 
one side and points with his stick. “You can go 
through my woods,” he explains. "There's a foot- 
path which makes a short cut to Nutwood,” Rupert 
is happy to think that he has not to trudge all the 
way home along the dusty road and can go a shorter 
way. He thanks the man and turns to pick up Beppo 
and start. Then a shock awaits him, for the little 
monkey has vanished. They gaze around near, but 
there is no sign of the mischievous creature, 
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The countryman picks up his bag and starts to 
move off, Suddenly the bag gives a wriggle, and he 
drops it with a shout as Beppo, who has been hiding 
inside, leaps out and bounds away. "The rascal," 
cries Rupert. "He was after the rest of those nuts! 
While the countryman is recovering from his shock, 
Rupert chases Beppo. They return to find the man 
grinning good-naturedly. “You've got a bundle of 
mischief there, little bear,” he chuckles. “Mind you 
don't lose him in my woods." Saying good-bye, 
Rupert lifts Beppo and sets out along the footpath. 


a Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


A poor old man is sitting there, 
He seems to be in great despair. 


RUPERT LOSES BEPPO AGAIN 


“My wife is ill,” the old man sighs, 
“And now I have been robbed," he cries. 


The cottage window's open wide, 
So Beppo leaps to get outside. 


‘Oh dear,” cries Rupert to the man, 
"II have to catch kim if 1 can." 


Rupert and Beppo approach an old man who is 
looking very miserable. Rupert plucks up courage 
enough to speak. “Please, is there anything we can 
do to help?” he asks. The old man starts at the 
sound of Rupert’s friendly voice. "How can you 
help me?" he mutters. “A terrible thing has hap- 
pened. My wife is ill and I have been to see her in 
hospital. While I was away a thief got into my cot- 
tage and stole her jewels—a string of pearls—the 
only valuables we had.” He takes Rupert inside and 
shows him the trunk where the pearls were kept. 


The little bear wants to offer to search for the 
thief, but at that minute there is a sound behind 
them, and they turn just in time to see Beppo leap 
on to a table and from there straight out of the 
window. "Oh, that monkey!" cries Rupert. "No 
sooner do you take your eyes off him than he's up. 
to some mischief." They both hurry outside to look 
for Beppo, but the old man doesn't seem very 
worried. “E doubt whether he'll have got far," he 
says. Rupert doesn't understand why he says that, 
and gazes anxiously all round the garden, 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck e 


RUPERT GETS A WARNING 
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The old man says, “Just come with me, Poor Beppo is quite wet, and so 
1 think 1 know where he will be.” He must be dried before they go. 


At length, when Beppo's clothes are dry— The little monkey has sharp ears, 
Ir's time for them to say good-bye. And suddenly a noise he hears. 

The old man quietly walks round the cottage. ^ — Beppo's prank, but, when the little monkey is dried 
“This is the window he jumped out of,” he says. and dressed, he again remembers his lost pearls. 
Below the window is an old rain-water barrel with a With a sigh he shows Rupert the best way through 
little water still in the bottom. Reaching down into the woods towards Nutwood. The way through the 
ithe brings up the comical figure of the little monkey, _ wood seems very long and although he is tired, the 
now very wet. Rupert hangs up Beppo's pyjamas ^ little bear decides to carry Beppo for the last part 
and then dries him briskly with the towel. "Anyway, of the journey. All at once he feels Beppo clutch 
the little monkey has done his good turn by cheering him, and he sees him stare at a large bush which 
you up,” he smiles. "A few minutes ago you were they are passing. The sharp ears of the monkey 
50 miserable, and now you're laughing! have caught a slight noise from the other side of 

The old man has certainly been cheered up by the bush. 
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Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


RUPERT CALLS THE CONSTABLE i 


They peer behind a bush and see 
The bad wolf sitting on a tree. 


They run off, le 
“He didn’t see me, 


ing Rupert there. 
thinks the bear. 


Old P.C. Growler he espies, 
“Please come and help me!” Rupert cries, 


Creeping round on tiptoe, Rupert peers past the 
branches, and then he gives a violent start, for seated 
on a log there is a sinister figure, holding what 
looks like a long string of beads. Rupert is dis- 
turbed by what he has seen. He daren’t let the 
Wandering Wolf sce that he has been discovered. 
“I'd better creep away and tell the old man who 
has stolen his property," he thinks. But he has 
forgotten Beppo. The little monkey suddenly 
makes a leap, snatches the pearls away and 
gallops off. 
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As Rupert crouches and stares, the astonished 
wolf gives a cry of anger and lumbers after Beppo, 
who disappears into the wood. For some time 
Rupert, going backward and forward, wastes precious 
time before he manages to get back to the right 
footpath. Then he makes for the village at his best 
speed and soon gets out of the wood. This time his 
luck is in, for before reaching Nutwood he sees the 
very person he is seeking. Constable Growler is 
patrolling a country road, and looks round in sur- 
prise as Rupert rushes down the slope, shouting. 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


RUPERT TRICKS BEPPO 


They hurry back and on the we 
He hears what Rupert has to sa} 


They search around, but quickly find 
The thief has left no clues behind, 


When Beppo hears that squeaky sound, 
He soon comes jumping to the ground. 


“Pll climb this tree, 
“Perhaps he left the pearls up ther 


Constable Growler stares as Rupert breathlessly 
tells his strange story. “You say you saw the 
Wandering Wolf holding a string of stolen pearls!” 
he cries, “I've wanted to catch that rascal for a long 
time. Show me where he was.” Rupert leads him 
back into the wood. “It’s Beppo I'm worried 
about,” says Rupert. “I'm supposed to be in charge 
of him,” After a pause he suddenly smiles. “I've 
got an idea,” he cries. And to Constable Growler's 
surprise he puts his hand in his pocket and drags 
out the rubber duck. 
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Rupert squeaks the rubber duck while they move 
slowly through the wood. Sure enough there is 
soon a rustle in the branches, and Beppo leaps from 
a near-by tree and runs towards the toy. Rupert is 
delighted to recover the little monkey, but the 
constable still frowns. "What about those pearls?" 
he says. "Has the wolf got them after all?” Rupert 
thinks a minute. “Beppo is so fond of that squeak- 
ing duck that he would have forgotten all about the 
pearls and may have left them in the branches. You 
hold him, and I'll climb up and search for them.” 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


And sure enough, to his delight, 
The pearls are hanging there ali right. 


The lady waits in great alarm, 
Quite sure her pet has come to harm. 


Then to the cottage go the thre 
The old man's joy is good to see. 


She asks the little bear to stay, 
And tell her where they've been that day. 


Rupert spies the pearls hanging on a little broken 
branch. “Hooray!” hecries. “It's just as1 thought; 
Beppo got excited at the squeak of the duck, dropped 
the pearls, and they got caught there. Won't the 
old man be pleased." Rupert gives the pearls to 
Constable Growler and takes Beppo from him. 
"Well," he gasps, "that wolf didn’t get away with 
anything—thanks to the little monkey!" They 
hurry back to the cottage and show the old country- 
man what has been found. He stares in delight and 
then takes his pearls, 
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Rupert and the constable tell the old man how the 
little monkey saved the pearls from the wolf. Then, 
after giving Beppo the rubber duck to keep him 
quiet, they say good-bye, Beppo’s owner is relieved 
by the cheerfulness of the policeman, and when he 
has gone she makes Rupert come into her cottage 
and explain why he has been away so long. He tells 
her of how Beppo escaped through the window, ran 
away with the rubber duck, and of the adventures 
that followed. Meanwhile, Beppo sits quietly on 
the sideboard and neither of them notices him. 


Rupert, Beppo and the Duck 


AA RUPERT SAYS, GOOD-BYE, BEPPO 


They sit there talking on and on, 
And do not see that Beppo's gone. 


He's up the chimney, black with soot, 
Which covers him from head to foot. 


Poor Beppo thinks it is too bad, 
This is the second bath he's had. 


When Mrs. Bear comes for her son, 
‘She's proud to hear what he has done. 


When Rupert has finished his story he says he 
must be going home, and turns to say good-bye to 
Beppo. With a shock he sees the little monkey is 
no longer on the sideboard. Suddenly Rupert 
kneels at the hearth, “The door and the window 
are shut,” he says. "There's only one place he can 
be, and that’s up the chimney!” Rupert calls up 
the chimney, and there is a slight noise in the dark- 
ness. Then, in a cloud of soot, down comes Beppo 
still clutching the duck. Rupert holds him at arm’s- 
length while the lady gets a small bath full of water. 
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The business of washing all the soot off Beppo 
proves to be quite a long one, and before it is over 
the little monkey puts on a comical expression. 
Just as Beppo is properly dressed there is a knock 
at the door, and there is Mrs. Bear coming to see 
what has happened to Rupert. Beppo's owner 
smiles as they say good-bye. "Your adventures 
have certainly cured Beppo of his illness," she says. 
"Ha, ha," laughs Rupert, “he never was ill! He 
was only playing a trick on you. I wonder what 
mischief the little rascal will be up to next 


and 


RUPERT C> © 
S E. 


“Oh, hullo, Pod) 
“My word, it's hoi 


Rupert cries. 
his chum replies. 


Rupert and Podgy 


RUPERT MEASURES PODGY 


Poor Podgy says, “I'm much too fat, 
Please tell me what to do for that." 


Says Mr. Bear, “You need hard wor} 
Just take this spade and do not shirk. 


“Now, look at Podgy !"' Rupert sighs, 
"He's soon got tired of exercise.” 


Rupert is on his way to help his father tidy up 
parts of the allotment when he meets his pal, 
Podgy Pig, looking very hot and tired. “I haven't 
been running at all. I'm getting so fat that even a 
walk makes me tired," says Podgy. “My mother 
says I must try to get thinner, but I just don't 
know how to do it." Taking a piece of string out 
of his pocket, Rupert carefully measures his pal 
around his widest part. "Whew! You certainly 
could slim a bit," he cries. 

Rupert takes his friend on to the allotments and 
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tells his father why he has come. “You're afraid of 
getting fatter still?” says Mr. Bear. “Well, the cure 
for that should be easy enough. You must take lots 
of exercise, running, walking, and working.” He 
produces another small spade, the same size as 
Rupert's. Podgy quickly takes off his coat and 
begins. For a time all goes steadily. All at once 
Rupert stops. "Look," he says, "Podgy isn't 
working. What is he doing?" He and his father 
watch for a while, but the little pig doesn’t start 
digging again. 


Rupert and Podgy e 


RUPERT TALKS TO SCOUTS 


But when they see what Podgy's found, 
He's pulled the young plants fram the ground. 


This quite annoys poor Mr. Bear, 
Who sends them both away from there. 


When they have walked about a mile, 
Fat Podgy has to rest awhile. 


Two friendly Boy Scouts pass their way: 
“You ought to try Scout's pace," they say. 


Rupert and Mr. Bear are inquisitive, so they stroll 
over to find out what Podgy is pulling up. Mr. Bear 
bends and picks up one of the plants. "This," he 
cries, “is one of the little cabbages I put in to stand 
through the winter!” Mr. Bear is very much 
annoyed at Podgy's mistake. “You mustn't work on 
the allotment any longer," he says. “You'd better 
try some other kind of exercise. Rupert will take 
you for a real long walk, and mind you don’t give 
up half way." This suits the little bear very well, 
and soon the two pals are striding away. 
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Rupert and Podgy stride along in good style for 
overa mile, and then the little bear suggests stopping 
for a breather. Immediately Podgy sinks down on 
toa boulder and mops his brow. They are hailed by 
a friendly voice, and two big Boy Scouts appear over 
the hill, “Where are you little "uns off to?" cries one 
of them. "We're just having a walk," says Podgy, 
“but I'm too fat and I tire very quickly.” "You 
should go Scout's pace,” says the other boy. “Walk 
abitandthenrunabit, You'd last longer and you'd 
get much farther.” 


Rupert and Podgy 


RUPERT TRIES THE SCOUT WAY 


Just what this means the Scouts explain, 
And then the chums set off again. 


Poor Podgy sinks down by a gate, 
Quite sure he must have lost some weight. 


A plank of wood then Pods 
“Let's make a see-saw now 


spies: 
he cries, 


So Podgy shows the little bear, 
A fine big tree trunk lying there. 


The Scout's advice sounds more tiring than ever to 
Podgy, but Rupert declares that they can only try it 
and see, So, after saying good-bye to the friendly 
boys, the two pals go on their way, first walking a 
little way, then running, and then walking again. 
Then Rupert rests against a five-barred gate, but 
poor Podgy can do nothing but flop down and 
against the gate-post, “Phew, this is terrib 
moans. "Tell me, Rupert, do I look any thinner 
vet?" The little bear looks at him in amusement. 
“Not much,” he laughs, “but you soon will do." 
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Rupert remains firm and insists on carrying on 
with the walk. They pass close to a farm and Podgy 
gets an idea. "Look," he cries, "here's a short 
plank, Let's have some fun with that.” Rupert 
looks suspicious. "How can one have fun with a 
plank?” he asks. The little pig is determined to do 
no more running. "Come back a little way, and 
T'll show you," he says. Going back a short distance 
they reach a thick piece of tree-trunk lying in a field. 
“See now. We could put the plank across that old 
trunk and make a fine see-saw.” 


RUPERT TAKES A BAD TOSS 


But Rupert finds that Podgy's weight, 
Compared to his is much too great. 


Rupert and Podgy 


Their old friend Edward comes along, 
And Rupert tells him what is wrong. 


They cannot get the balance right. 
This time it's Podgy who's too light. 


Then Rupert says, “I think we can 
Work out a more efficient plan.” 


Rupert and Podgy put the plank over the tree- 
trunk, and for a while they enjoy the see-saw. Then, 
without warning, Podgy lifts his feet and lets his end 
go down with a bump, which shoots Rupert right up 
into the air. Podgy thinks his trick is very funny, 
and laughs with glee as Rupert picks himself up and 
feels his bumps. Just then there is a shout, and their 
friend, Edward Trunk, walks up. “Hullo, you two," 
he cries. "Fancy finding you so far from Nutwood. 
What are you up to?” He grins when he hears their 
story. Then he looks thoughtfully at the plank. 
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Edward tells Rupert that the balance on the see- 
saw has not been right. "Podgy is too heavy for 
you," he says. “T'I try a turn with him. That ought 
io be more equal." So Rupert looks on while they 
begin. But it is not better balanced than before. 
Podgy is not heavy enough, and when Edward's end 
goes down he is shot into the air, just as Rupert has 
been, and now it is the little bear's turn to laugh at 
his surprise. “I know,” cries Rupert. "Edward's 
much too heavy for you. If you and I sit together 
‘on one side we might make it more equal." 


Rupert and Podgy 


R] 


RUPERT AND EDWARD ESCAPE 


It works all right; but sad to tell, 
They break the plank in half as well. 


The farmer's coming with a stick; 
But Podgy isn't very quick. 


Quite dazed they feel, and do not hear 
A man approaching very near. 


"Oh dear!” gasps Rupert in dismay, 
“Poor Podgy hasn't got away." 


So Rupert and Podgy sit together on one side and 
Edward sits on the other, and for a time they go up 
and down very carefully, Then a quite unexpected 
thing happens. The plank is only a thin one and 
their weight is too much for it. It suddenly snaps in 
half and they all topple over backwards, Edward 
laughs and comes round to the other side of the log. 
“Ha-ha,” he chuckles, "none of us expected that, 
did we? It's not bad fun really." Poor Podgy looks 
quite dazed. They wait for him to recover and do 
not notice the figure approaching beyond the fence. 
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The farmer, climbing over his fence, sees the 
broken plank’ and comes towards them angrily. 
Taken quite by surprise the three pals jump up in 
fright and begin to run away. Edward and Rupert 
make good speed, but Podgy is so tired with his 
earlier running that he quickly drops behind. From 
the cover of a bush they gingerly look back over the 
way they have come, but there is nobody in sight, 
"Oh, dear,” cries Rupert. "Podgy was very tired 
before he started. The farmer must have caught him 
and taken him back.” 


Rupert and Podgy 


RUPERT SEES PODGY AT WORK 9 


Afraid their chum may come to harm, 
They make their way back to the farm. 


Poor Podgy looks up with surprise, 
"The farmer's very cross!" he cries. 


They soon find Podgy in the yard, 
And he is working very hard. 


As they are running off they hear 
The farmer coming much too near. 


Very cautiously the two pals go slowly back to- 
wards the farm. Just as they reach the first building 
there is the sound of voices. Peering cautiously 
round a comer they see the farmer, still frowning, 
come out, and by his side is Podgy carrying a long 
plank on his shoulder. Rupert and Edward watch 
to see what will happen next. The farmer makes. 
Podgy put down the plank, and from a shed he gives 
him a box anda saw, The farmer rests the plank 
against the box and, after final instructions to 
Podgy, goes away 


Rupert and Edward watch for a while and 
then, as the farmer does not return, they go forward 
"Good gracious, where did you spring from?” 

ns Podgy. “I thought you had both run 

Rupert and Edward think that Podgy has 
already been punished enough. "You've cut enough 
planks to make up for the one we broke," say 
Edward. “Let's all go away again while we can. 
They start off and reach some ground that slopes 
down to the river. "There's someone whistling. 
whispers Podgy. " Let's hide." 


Rupert and Podgy 


RUPERT SEES THE BARREL ROLL 


NR. 


They notice as he passes 
An angry look still in his eye. 


And then a dreadful thing takes place ; 
The barrel starts to roll apace. 


ims forget to hide, The farmer gazes in surprise. 
For Podgy Pig is still inside. “What are you up to now?" he cries. 

The pals wonder what to do, and decide to hide. Forgetting all about hiding, Rupert and Edward 
Rupert dodges into the shed and on to a box from rush over the edge of the bank and down the field in 
which he can peep out of a window, and Edward their anxiety about their pal Podgy. The barrel 
follows him, while the little pig creeps inside a barrel careers ah them and lands in the river with a 
which is outside. The farmer.walks past them and great splash. “Oh, poor old Podgy," cries Rupert. 
Podgy wriggles gently forward to peep out to see — "He'll drown.” He runs as fast as he can and 
what is happening. The edge of the bank gives way, Edward lumbers after him. As Rupert and Edward 
and next instant he is rolling down at increasing run towards Podgy the farmer stares in amazement. 
Speed past the farmer and bumping over the tufts. “What! You again!" he shouts. "Only a few 
“My goodness,” cries the astonished man. "Whats minutes ago I left you sawing wood. Just you 
come over my barrel?” explain what you mean by it all!” 
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Rupert and Podgy 


RUPERT TELLS THE FARMER 


Now Rupert thinks that he must take 
His share of blame for Podgy's sake. 


The farmer hears what it's about, 
And quickly pulls poor Podgy out. 


The chums decide then that they will 
Help push the barrel up the hill. 


Before they go they're pleased to see, 
The farmer smiling cheerfully. 


Screwing up his courage, Rupert goes near the 
angry farmer. "Please, I think I can explain,” he 
says in a small voice. The man spins round in 
astonishment. Rupert tells him the whole story of 
how Podgy was trying to get thinner and how all 
their plans went wrong. The farmer listens to 
Rupert's story; then says: "Go up to that hedge 
and get me a good long stick.” To their relief, in- 
stead of spanking them with it the farmer kneels on 
the bank and stretches one end of it out to Podgy, 
who grasps it and is gently pulled to the shore. 
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The farmer looks gravely at the three little pals. 
“Now roll my barrel right up the hill and put it 
where it was before you started this escapade," he 
says. The barrel back in place, the three pals see to 
their joy that the farmer is smiling. "You're a funny 
set of little people," he says, "and I don't suppose 
you meant any harm. Now, good-bye, and next 
time you borrow a plank for a see-saw be sure and 
ask the owner's permission first." They promise, 
and then set off for Nutwood. “That farmer's not 
such a bad sort after all,” murmurs Rupert. 


Rupert and Podgy 


RUPERT TAKES PODGY HOME 


They see that Podgy's feet are wet, 
And think a nasty cold he'll get. 


“I feel worn out,” poor Podgy sighs. 
“But you are thinner," Rupert cries. 


Though Podgy pleads, 'tis quite in vai 
They make their fat friend run again. 


While Rupert tells of Podgy's day 
His chum sleeps peacefully away. 


Podgy gives a tremendous sneeze. Rupert gazes at 
him anxiously. "You're not catching a cold, are 
you?" he asks, “Shouldn't be surprised," answers 
Podgy. “My feet were in water all the time I was 
in that barrel in the river." "Then we must make 
you run again to keep you warm,” says Edward. 
Podgy looks comically dismayed at what Edward 
has said. "You're not nearly thin enough yet,” says 
Rupert firmly. "And we must see that you don't 
catch a cold." He takes one arm and Edward takes 
the other and they hurry him along. 
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On reaching Podgy’s home Rupert produces his 
bit of string and measures the little pig. "That's 
capital," he cries. "You've lost six inches already!" 


Just then Mrs. Pig comes out. “That's fine," she 
says. "You're slimmer already." Mrs. Pig is 
pleased with Rupert and she takes the two pals into 


the cottage for buns and lemonade. “If you'll take 
him, I'd like him to come with you every day for 
a week,” says Mrs. Pig. Rupert glances at his pal 
to see what he think of this idea. But Podgy hadn't 
heard it. He is fast asleep, 


» RUPERT and the 
4l. -ROCKET £ z 
* — PLANE 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT MAKES 


While Rupert's resting one fine day, 
His friend, the Mouse, comes by that way. 


A DISCOVERY 


“1 saw a strange thing!” Willie cries; 
“It floated slowly from the skies.” 


Now Rupert has some time to spare, 
He thinks he'll tke a look round there. 


At length, quite hidden in the trees, 
A tiny airplane Rupert sees 


Rupert is sitting on a rock up on Nutwood Com- 
mon and enjoying the sunshine when he hears a 
breathless noise behind him and up runs his pal 
Willie. “Oh, Rupert,” cries the little mouse, “did 
you see that queer thing that dropped from the sky? 
There was something hangi 


says Rupert; "let's go and search for it." “I've got 
to go home now," moans Willie, “but I'll come back 
and help you as soon as ever | can.” 
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Willie runs off home after telling Rup 
general direction in which he saw the thing 
from the sky. Then the little bear goes off alone to 
search. At first his way seems to lie through wood- 


land. “This would be a bad place for anyone to 
land,” he murmurs. At length he reaches an open 
glade. Ahead of him is a small platform and on it 


is what looks like a tiny airplane. There is nobody 
in sight. "That can’t be what Willie saw,” he says. 
“There is no parachute.” 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT MEETS THE DWARF 


As Rupert to the "plane draws near, 
He sees a cloud of smoke appear. 


The blast throws Rupert to the ground, 
And then it twirls him round and round. 


A funny dwarf is standing there. 
ST know you!” cries the little bear, 


The dwarf says, “Now you'll have to go; 
The secret you ought not to know." 


“There are some odd things about this mornin; 
says Rupert, “First, Willie sees a parachute, and 
now this thing. I wonder whatever it can be." He 
begins to approach it but before he has gone many 
yards there is a sudden, tremendous roar and the 
platform disappears behind a cloud of smoke. The 
next instant a fierce blast of air reaches him and 
sends him rolling over and over backwards along the 
grass. For a while he is too dazed and too surprised 
to be able to think what to do. 
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As Rupert comes to his senses he hears a chuckle 
and sitting up he sees a little dwarf bending over 
him. "Why you're the old Professor's servant,” he 
says, "What are you doing here?" "The point is, 
what are you doing here?” laughs the dwarf. “You 
nearly discovered one of the Professor's secrets.” 
Rupert begs to hear more, but the other will not 
tell him. As they part, the little bear looks mis- 
chievous. “The Professor's an old friend of mine; 
he says, "I'm going to try and discover that secret! 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT JOINS WILLIE AND ALGY 


When Rupert runs back down the hill, A roaring sound then fills the skies; 
He finds his chums are searching still. “What did I tell you!” Willie cries. 


They run to find out what they can, As Rupert wanders round and round, 
And so to separate they plan. He hears a rather funny sound. 


Running towards the high ground Rupert finds Rupert, Willie and Algy are tremendously thrilled 
that his pal Willie has returned and that he has at what they have seen and with one accord they 
brought Algy Pug to help in his strange search. In run in the direction in which the parachute seems. 
great excitement Rupert tells of what he has seen. to be falling. However, they once again enter the 
As he speaks the roar, which he had heard before, wood and the undergrowth gets so thick that soon 
comes faintly from afar. It gets nearer and nearer. they don't know whether they are going the right 
Then it suddenly stops and, gazing into the sky, the way. Rupert suggests that they separate and call out 
three pals see a great parachute swell out and drift if anyone finds anything. He himself goes into the 
down with something queer dangling from it. thickest part of the forest. After a while he stops 
"There! What did I tell you?" squeaks Willie. and listens. "What was that noise?" he murmurs. 
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e Rupert and the Rocket Plane g 


4 RUPERT FINDS THE PROFESSOR 


Then Rupert finds to his delight, He doesn't mind him being there, 
The old Professor is in sight. And says, " Please help me, Rupert Bear." 


This gives the little bear a thrill, The old man starts then to explain, 
And eagerly he says he will. About his brand new rocket ‘plane. 


Following the sound he has heard Rupert pushes The old Professor is amused at Rupert's interest. 
through the thick undergrowth and then sees to his “Is this the "plane I saw on the platform in the 
delight that he is right on the edge of the wood. In wood?” asks the little bear. "The wind of it knocked 
an open field just beyond is a tiny “plane and the old me down, And why do you keep all this cloth in 
Professor is standing packing a lot of cloth into the it?” The old man smiles. “This is a rocket "plane, " 
body of it. "Why, if it isn’t the little Dear!" cries he says. “It’s my very latest invention. It flies so 
the old man genially. “You're just in time to give — fast that 1 can't land it properly; so I release an 
me a hand." "Oh, please,” says Rupert, "your enormously strong parachute to bring the ‘plane 
dwarf servant wouldn't tell me anything about your down when I've gone far enough. That's what all 
latest secret, Is this it?" that fine cloth was for.” 
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ý Rupert and the Rocket Plane ^ 
RUPERT TAKES A RIDE 


And then he says, “A slope 1 know, The ‘plane's so light, that Rupert sees 
That will be just the place to go." It can be moved about with ease. 


Now to the little bear's delight Then with a roar that fills the sky 
He is invited on the flight. They shoot up very, very high. 

When the parachute is stowed safely away, Rupert When all is ready the Professor notices Rupert 
stands back, “What are you going to do now?" he standing wistfully beside the ‘plane. "I do believe 
asks. “How are we going to get your rocket plane you want to come with me,” he cries jovially. 
back on to its platform?” "There's no need for the “Do you think you would dare to try a trip? Its 
Platform really," says the old man. made the very frightening at first,” “Oh, yes please," begs 
Plane so light that anyone can pull it about. All1 Rupert; “I should love it," So, lifting up the front, 
need is a smooth slope.” Grabbing a ring at the the old man bundles the little bear in, follows him- 
front of the ‘plane he tugs it until he reaches a short self, and presses a switch. Instantly there is a 
bank, Then he holds it there while Rupert gets a deafening roar and the rocket "plane streaks into 
stone to put behind a wheel. the sky. 
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z4 Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT GETS A THRILL 


The little bear looks down to find 
That they have left the land behind. 


But what is wrong he does not know, 
And down towards the sea they go. 


But soon the old man has a fright 
He knows there's something not quite right. 


How thankful is the little bear 
To see the parachute up there. 


As soon as the rocket "plane leaves the earth the 
Old man presses another switch and the landing 
wheels disappear into their slots and the tiny 
machine shoots through the air at terrific speed. 
In a moment they are over the sea. Rupert takes 
some while to get used to the new adventure. “Oo, 
isn’t it thrilling!" he gasps. The old Professor 
swings it about the sky in great curves and loops. 
Suddenly he looks worried. "There's something 
wrong!” he cries. 
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Rupert doesn't know what is wrong, but he 
watches anxiously as the old Professor moves 
various knobs and handles. Despite all his efforts 
the roar of the jet becomes less, the speed gets 
slower and the ‘plane begins to drop towards the 
sea, The Professor's efforts to swing back to the 
shore are too late. Waiting until he is over an 
island he pulls another handle; the parachute is 
released, and with a violent jerk Rupert feels it 
take the strain and bring the "plane to a halt, 


Fe Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT MAKES A SAFE LANDING 


They gently drift down safe and sound, 
Until they land upon dry ground. 


“Oh dear,” the old Professor scolds, 
“I do hate scrambling from these folds.” 


They have no fuel for the ‘plane, 
And so they can't get home again. 


Then Rupert climbs to higher ground 
So he can have a good look round. 


Rupert and the old Professor gaze anxiously at 
the island as they drift slowly downwards: “I hope 
we don't miss it," says the old man. They nearly do, 
but a gentle wind just saves them and they bump 
down on a grassy slope right on the edge of the 
waves. The parachute drops all round and covers 
them so that they have a hard job to release them- 
selves. “I always have this trouble, I've found no 
cure for it yet," grumbles the Professor as Rupert 
wriggles out. 
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When Rupert and the Old Professor are free from 
the parachute they drag it away from the rocket 
*plane and start to fold it ready for packing. The 
old man is feeling very gloomy. “We've run right 
out of fuel," he declares. “Goodness knows how 
long we shall have to stay here. We've no food and 
nowhere to sleep!” While he finishes folding the 
parachute, Rupert goes to a higher point and 
gazes out to sea, The mainland seems a very long 
way away. 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane 
X RUPERT MAKES ANOTHER FIND 
Lo 


The poor Professor feels so blue; But Rupert doesn't seem to mind, 
He cannot think what they should do. And goes to see what he can find, 


“That's odd!” exclaims the little bear, Then as between two rocks he peers, 
“What can be causing that smoke there?" Men's voices down below he hears. 

Rupert returns to the old man. “If we could only Reaching the upper part of the island, Rupert. 
find a plank I might paddle it across to the coast suddenly stops and stares. A little wisp of smoke 
and get you some petrol,” he suggests. But the — is coming up between two boulders. As he ap- 
Professor looks still more serious. "The rocket proaches, the faint sound of voices reaches him, 
"plane doesn't burn petrol" he groans. “It needs through another chink, and with a thrill he realizes 
a special fuel of my own invention and there isn’t that there is a cave down in the heart of the island 
any to be had except in my workshop!" He sits and that men are there. "How can they have 
down to think, but Rupert determines to explore the got there?" he breathes excitedly. “No ordinary 
island and scrambles upwards through the rocks. airplane could possibly land here!" 
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Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT FINDS THE CAVE 


They must have come by boat he knows, 
So off to find it Rupert goes. 


‘Oh come, Professor!" Rupert cries, 
“For 1 have found a great surprise.” 


Then very quietly go the pair, 
And find the men still talking there. 


Rupert jumps up. “If men are here they must 
have come by boat and their boat must still be 
here,” he murmurs. He descends to the edge of 
the waves and starts to explore the coast. Sure 
enough he soon finds a tiny cave leading straight 
into the island and rocking in the entrance is a 
neat little motor-boat. "The Professor must see 
this,” he decides. Running back along the boulders 
he finds the old man and breathlessly pours out his 
story. 
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The old man says, “Look at that stuff! 
They must be smugglers right enough." 


The old Professor is very excited at Rupert's 
story. Hurrying to the spot he is soon crawling 
along a shelf beside the motor-boat, He tells 
Rupert to be absolutely silent. At length the 
water ends and they go up some steps and find 
some little barrels and packets beside a door 
which leads into an inner cave. “It’s just as I 
thought,” whispers the old man. “Those men in 
there are smugglers; on no account must they find 
ws. Lets creep out quiet! 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT 


IS LEFT ON GUARD 


And then he asks the bear to stay, 
While in the boat he goes away. 


The little bear says, “That's all right. 
L'il keep them always in my sight.” 


He sees it isn't long before 
The motor-boat gets to the shore. 


When Rupert listens on the ground, 
He finds he cannot hear a sound. 


Edging gently out of the cave the old Professor 
unties the motor-boat and pulls it silently along the 
shore, Then he turns to Rupert. “I've got a plan,” 
he says. "I'm going to the mainland in the smug- 
glers’ boat. Without it they will be prisoners here. 
I want you to stay here and keep well out of sight 
until I get back. Watch what the men do but 
don’t let them see you.” Rupert waves him good- 
bye as the motor-boat starts up, and settles down to 
his exciting time. 


Going to the highest point of the island, Rupert 
gazes after the boat until it is only a dot near the 
mainland, Then he decides to revisit the curious 
clefts where he saw smoke and heard voices. He 
puts his ear to the second one and listens carefully 
“There isn't a sound," he murmurs uneasily. 
wonder if those men heard the motor-boat start? 
They'll be wild if they find it has gone!" Cautiously 
he moves away until he can see right down to the 
shore. 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane ¢ 


RUPERT TAKES A RISK 


Their boat has gone the men find out, Then Rupert runs off once again, 
And angrily they rave and shout. In case those men should harm the "plane. 


He's thankful that the ‘plone is light, For Rupert thinks if it will float, 
And it will move along all right. He'll use the airplane as a boat. 

As he fears, Rupert catches sight of the smugglers When he reaches the rocket ‘plane, Rupert tries 
as soon as he can see the shore. They can see the out his great idea. “The Professor said this thing 
distant motor-boat and are shouting in rage. was very light," he murmurs. “He pulled it uphill. 
Rupert gets very worried. “The old Professor told Surely i can push it downhill.” He tugs hard and 
me to watch those men,” he mutters. "But what to his delight the ‘plane moves over the rough 
would happen if they saw the rocket ‘plane? They're ground and shingle. At the water's edge he opens 
in such a temper, they would smash it up, and I the top of the cockpit. "Now to see if it will float!” 
couldn't bear to watch that!" He gets a sudden he thinks. Seizing a piece of driftwood that is 
idea and runs across the lower part of the island lying handy he gives the ‘plane a final push and, 
till he reaches the ‘plane. at the last moment, jumps in. 


93 


RUPERT FLOATS THE PLAN 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


The smugglers watch him from the rock, 
Which gives the little bear a shock. 


He keeps the ‘plane just out of reach 
Of those bad men upon the beach. 


At length his friend comes back again, 
And hears how Rupert saved the ‘plane. 


“I wonder," asks the little bear, 
"Who's in that other boat out there?” 


Using the driftwood to push the ‘plane well out, 
Rupert finds to his great delight that it floats per- 
fectly. At that moment the smugglers appear. 
“Why, what's happened to the island to-day?” 
shouts one of them. "First our boat disappears 
and now here's a little bear. How did he get here? 
And what's that he's riding in?" Rupert is carried 
right out to sea where he floats for hours. At last 
he starts up. here are two boats,” he cries. 
“One's the Professor's, but who's in the other 
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Spotting the floating ‘plane, the Professor drives 
his boat right up to it in great excitement. “What 
a wonderful idea of yours, Rupert,” he cries happily. 
“I suppose you did this to save my rocket "plane 
from those wicked men.” Hauling the little bear 
on board he ties the "plane to the stern of the 
motor-boat and prepares to turn back to land. 
But Rupert doesn't quite understand all that has 
happened. “There were two boats," he says. 
“Who was in the other?” 


Rupert and the Rocket Plane 


RUPERT RETURNS TO NUTWOOD 


The old man tells him with a grin 
“They go to fetch those smugglers in 


He brings the "plane in to the shore, 
And fills it up with fuel once more. 


When all is ready off they go, 
And leave the island far below, 


All Rupert's chums are gathered there, 
To greet the lucky little bear. 


While he heads for the shore with the rocket 
‘plane splashing astern, the Professor answers 
Rupert's question. ‘When I got to land I told the 
police all about the smugglers on the island. That 
other boat is the police boat. Those bad men are 
going to get what they deserve!" Soon they reach 
the mainland. After securing the boat the old man 
pulls the "plane ashore and sets it up on a bank, 
facing inland. Then he puts in some of his special 
fuel and tells Rupert to get in. 
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When the Professor and Rupert are settled in, 
the rocket "plane roars into the sky, none the worse 
for its sea trip. In a few minutes they are over 
Nutwood. The roaring ceases and the parachute 
opens, The dwarf servant is on the common with 
Bill Badger and Algy and Willie. As the plane 
touches down the dwarf runs to help his master 
stow away the parachute, while Rupert races over 
the grass to tell his pals all about the wonderful 
adventure he has had on land, sea, and air. 


a 7 wa 


RUPERT and BINGO 


Rupert and Bingo 


RUPERT AGREES TO EXPLORE P 


When school is finished, Rupert Bear 
Sees Bingo waving over there. 


The brainy pup asks him to go 
And look for wild flowers in the snow. 


Their plan then Rupert tells his mum, 
Who says she'd like to meet his chum. 


It really is a freezing day, 
And Rupert hurries on his way. 


Morning school is just finishing, when Bingo 
the brainy pup asks Rupert to join him. “Look,” 
says Bingo, “this is my collection of pressed flowers. 
I collected these last summer, and I want to start 
again to look for more.” "But the ground's 
covered in snow. There aren't any flowers,” 
cries Rupert. “I've heard that in some places 
flowers come up through the snow," replies Bingo. 
“Why shouldn't they do so in Nutwood?" 
Rupert laughs at Bingo’s idea, but he good- 
naturedly agrees to it. After he has had dinner he 


97 


puts on his coat and tells his mother where he is 
going. The day is very cold and Rupert has to run 
to keep his feet from freezing. He reaches Nutwood 
Common and, sure enough, Bingo turns up to meet 
him. "My mother thinks that this is a very odd idea 
of yours," says the little bear. “We ought to wait 
until the snow's gone.” But Bingo is not to be put 
off. "It will be fun searching, anyhow,"" he declares. 
“Sf we can find a place that has been sheltered 

snow, say in the wood, there may be 


Rupert and Bingo 


RUPERT LIGHTS A FIRE 


ENS 
SNe 


The little chums search all around, At length they think it will be best, 
But nowhere can a flower be found. To build a fire and have a rest. 


The wood is rather damp and so They soon feel warm and start again; 
It takes some time to make it go. This time their search is not in vain. 


Rupert sees that Bingo is determined to go on Feeling warmer after lighting the fire the two 
with his queer notion, so he cheerfully trots along pals go on more cheerfully. “Hadn't we better 
with him. But even in the wood there is no place Separate a bit?" suggests Rupert. "Then you 
which is not covered with snow, and they prowl could look one way and I could look another. 
around without any success. Rupert stops and Bingo thinks it a good idea, and trots away, Next. 
blows on his fingers. “I wish I'd been sensible, moment Rupert gives a shout. "Hi! Here is 
like you, and brought some gloves,” he sighs. flower," he cries. “It’s a snowdrop! It must have 
Bingo stops, too. "I've got another idea,” he been flowering before the snow fell, and it’s still 
says brightly. "Lets make a fire before going alive!” Bingo can hardly believe his cars and 
any farther.” comes bounding across to see for himself. 


98 


Rupert and Bingo 


RUPERT FINDS A SHED 


EXIT 


Says Bingo, “For a place we'll look, 
Where 1 con press it in my book." 


They have to fight their way along, 
Against a wind so cold and strong. 


Bingo laughs in triumph. "So I was right 
after all,” he chuckles. “I must get to some 
sheltered place before I can press it in my book," 
he says. Rupert thinks a moment. "While we 
were searching I saw a sort of shed," he says. 
"It would be just the place." He leads the way 
and finds it up on some high ground. Rupert 
and Bingo enter the hut and Bingo settles down 
happily in the straw. 


While Bingo squats upon the ground, 
The little bear explores around, 


Their lovely fire has burned awa} 


When the snowdrop is safely in the book Bingo 
says he is cold. “Come on, let's go back and see if 
Our fire is all right,” he says. "Then we can get 
properly warm." In another minute the two little 
pals arrive at the fire, “Do you see what's hap- 
pened?” cries Rupert. "This level place you chose 
is the frozen surface of alittle pond. The fire melted 
the ice and the whole lot has gone into the water. 
No wonder we couldn't see any smoke," 


Rupert and Bingo 


A RUPERT IS VERY PUZZLED 


He leads the way back to the shed, 
‘And there he finds a fine large sled. 


Bingo cries, “I have 
T'd like to try out if we can: 


“We're going sailing,” Bingo cries, 
Much to his little chum's surprise. 


The little bear gives him a hand, 
Although he does not understand, 


“I don't like it when my ideas go wrong," says "Now come and help me," puffs Bingo.“ 
Bingo. "Now I’ve got a better one, let's try it.” He heavy to pull across those things in there. Itll 
gets quite excited and starts to drag Rupert back be easier once it is out on the snow.” When 
towards the hut. “It was the high wind that gave the sledge is out of the hut Bingo gets more rope 


me the idea," he murmurs. “It ought to work and two poles and a canvas sheet and piles themall 
it would be great fun." He roams round looking at on to it. Then he and Rupert pull it away 
canvas sheets, ropes and some poles; then stops and “Whatever are all those things for?” asks the 
stares at the heavy sledge. “Oh, for goodness sake little bear. "It's this wind that gave me the idea, 
don't be so mysterious!” cries Rupert impatiently. says Bingo. "I'm going for a sail.” 

100. 


Rupert and Bingo 


RUPERT TAKES A TOSS 


So Rupert does as he is told, 
‘And soon they quite forget the cold. 


When all is ready, off they go. 
They're really sailing through the snow. 


But Bingo quite forgot to make, 
A most important thing—the brake. 


Right in a snowdrift runs the sledge, 
And they are tossed above a hedge. 


With Rupert's help, Bingo fastens ropes to the 
longer of the two poles and fixes it upright by tying 
the ropes to the back and front of the sledge. 
Taking the canvas sheet, Rupert and Bingo tie the 
shorter pole to it and fasten it to the mast. Then 
they both sit down and Bingo seizes the other end of 
the sheet by means of strings. Immediately the wind 
fills it and the sledge glides forward. — There," cries 
the brainy pup, “my idea works. I knew it would! 
Aren't I clever?” "Why yes,” gasps Rupert, as he 
clingstohim. “But what's going to happen now?" 
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Bingo is too busy at first to answer Rupert’s 
questions. “I can't steer the thing, and I quite 
forgot that we had no brake and can't stop it,” 
cries the brainy pup, as they whizz downwards. 
Next moment they ride up over a large hump and 
shoot out into space, By good luck the sledge comes 
down right side up after being shot over the hump, 
but the pace doesn’t slacken. The heavy sledge 
careers across the snow and buries its nose in a 
snowdrift at the foot of a hedge, while the two little 
pals are tossed head first over it. 


A 


RUPERT 


Rupert and Bingo 


AND BINGO ARE SAVED 


Two pairs of feet can just be seen; 
“That’s very odd!” thinks Farmer Green. 


Vi £z 


When Bingo's safely out they find 
That he has left his specs behind. 


He very quickly grabs one pair, 
And from the snow pulls Rupert Bear. 


“PI take you to my farm," says he; 
And to this plan they both agree. 


The other side of the hedge is a drift of soft snow. 
Into this poor Rupert and Bingo are shot and get so 
firmly stuck that they can’t move. Farmer Green 
is walking along the lane when he sees two little 
shapes fly over the hedge. He doesn’t hesitate even 
though he is very surprised, Grabbing one pair of 
feet he gives a tug, and out of the snowdrift comes 
Rupert, looking dazed and shaken. "Why, its 
Rupert Bear from Nutwood!” he cries. "What on 
earth are you doing there, and how did you get 
there?" 
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ihe snowdrift. Rupert's voice is gradually coming 
back. “I th-think he's lost his sp-p-p-pectacles,” he 
whispers, with his teeth chattering. The farmer 
thrusts his arm into the hole and presently produces 
the precious glasses. The kindly man lifts the two 
chums on to his broad shoulders and strides to- 
wards the farmhouse. “I’ve got two little frozen 
friends,” the farmer tells his wife. “Go and get 
them something warm, and I'll bring them in and 
sit them beside our kitchen fire." 


Rupert and Bingo 


RUPERT GETS A TOW 


It's lovely in the warm firelight, 
And soon the chums forget their fright. 


Then Farmer Green stares in surprise. 
“Where did you get that sledge?” he cries. 


farmer's horse they go, 
To pull the sledge up through the snow. 


The farmer's wife bustles around while her hus- 
band brings in the two little pals, takes off their 
coats, and puts them down to thaw in front of a 
great fire. The farmer now wants to know how 
they had got there. "We were tobogganing," ex- 
plains the little bear. "Bingo made a wonderful 
sailing sledge, but we couldn't stop it and you saw 
what happened.” When they are warm they go back 
to the sledge and the farmer gives a gasp. "Why, 
that is my sledge!” he cries. “You young rascals. 
How did you get that heavy thing right down here?” 
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To the great relief of the little pals the farmer does 
not get angry when he hears of their escapade. “It was 
a mad prank,” he says grimly. “You were lucky not 
to be killed.” And he leads them to one of the farm 
buildings, In a few minutes he comes out with a 
fine old horse, on which he has put a collar and 
bridle. He makes the two pals sit on the sledge and 
carry the poles while he spreads the canvas sheet 
over them as a sort of blanket. Then he ties the 
ropes to the horse's collar and soon the little proces- 
sion is moving slowly away from the farm. 


Rupert and Bingo 


RUPERT FOLLOWS THE TRAIL 


It takes a long while to get back, 
And put the sledge into the shack. 


We 


Then Farmer Green bids them good-day, 
And slowly leads his horse away. 


Although it's foggy they don't mind; 
Their footprints in the snow they find. 


When they get home to Mrs. Bear, 
They find a bowl of snowdrops there. 


The journey up the hill is very slow. With 
much puffing the farmer puts the sledge away. 
"How you little people managed to get this heavy 
thing out beats me. It's lucky you haven't broken 
anything. And now, good-bye.” Rupert and 
Bingo watch the farmer returning. "Hewas a sport 
not to be angry, wasn’t he? We can be certain 
of getting home, anyway. Can't you see why? 
You see,” Rupert explains, "no more snow has 
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fallen since we started out, so all we have to do isto 
start from the hut and follow our own footmarks 
past the pond and right back to the village.” Rupert 
takes Bingo home to tea and the little pup shows 
Mrs. Bear the snowdrops he has pressed. She goes 
and fetches a bowl of bulbs, "Look," she says: 
"Here are some snowdrops I've been growing 
indoors. If l'd known you wanted one you could 
have had one of these." 


RUPERT and the 
WA MAGIC 4. 
* — "DART 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT MEETS ALGY 


“This note," says Rupert, “is from Bill. 
He says that Mrs. Badger's ill." 


As Rupert goes along he spies 
A paper dart—see how it flies! 


He watches till it disappears, 
Then Algy calling him he hears 


They hurry—for it starts to pour— 
And find Bill waiting at the door. 


A letter has arrived for Rupert, after reading it he 
runs to find his mother. “Look,” he cries. "Its 
from my pal, Bill Badger. He says he can't come 
out to play because Mrs. Badger isn't well, and he 
has invited some of us to go and see him.” Rupert 
runs off across the Common. “Ishall have to hurry 
if I'm to get there before the rain arrives," he mur- 
murs, as he gazes at the clouds. Suddenly some- 
thing else in the sky catches his eye. “Why, it's an 
ordinary paper dart!" he cries: “Where has it 
come from and why doesn't it drop to the ground?” 
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Rupert stares in bewilderment, but the paper dart 
doesn’t fall. It floats gently on and on. Soon 
another running figure appears, and hails him 
cheerily. It is his pal Algy and they run on at their 
best speed. Bill meets them at the door. “I asked 
Tigerlily, the conjurer’s little girl, to come, too," he 


says. "She's always so good at thinking out new 
games. But she won't be allowed out while it's so 
wet.” Rupert gets a sudden notion. “I saw such a 
funny thingas came over the Common, " he exclaims, 


“and it’s given me an idea for a good quiet game!" 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT MAKES A GAME 


The little bear says: “As I came 
I had an idea for a game." 


To get things ready Rupert starts, 
While Bill and Algy make the darts. 


This is hard!” cries the little bear; 
time I'll fold my darts with care." 


“Oh, look!” calls Algy "s our chum." 
They are so glad that she could come. 


Inside Bill's cottage his pals press Rupert to ex- 
plain, so he tells them all about the dart which 
didn’t stop. “I believe he's dreaming,” Algy laughs; 
"and, anyway, how does that give us a new game?” 
Now Rupert laughs. “TIl show you," he says. “I 
want something with a big mouth. This would do." 
Bill gives a gasp. “That is my mother's favourite 
vase,” he says. "Do you see my idea?" Rupert 
smiles. “We'll have five darts each and see how 
many we can float into the vase.” “It's a jolly idea,” 
says Bill. “It’s a sort of shooting match, isn't it?” 
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Soon they are absorbed in Rupert's game. At last 
Bill gets one into the vase, and the others-try to do 
the same, The game of darts goes on until Rupert 
and Bill hear a shout, and they see Algy pointing 
out of the window. "Look," he cries. “The rain 
has stopped and I heard somebody going towards 
the front door.” “Hooray,” shouts Bill. "That 
must be Tigerlily. Let’s see what she makes of 
this game," They all run out to welcome the new 
guest. "Don't forget she’s the conjurer's daughter,” 
says Rupert. 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT HELPS TIGERLILY 


The little Chinese girl declares, 
She knows a better game than theirs. 


They do what Tigerlily asks, 
And soon they're busy with their tasks. 


Her special dart she quickly throws, 
And straight into the ring it goes. 


The three pals bring her in and show her the vase 
on the table. The little Chinese girl smiles quietly. 
“That not difficult," she murmurs. “That much too 
easy forme. First you must get me a stick and a ring 
and a piece of string.” Under Bill's guidance the 
pals soon find a slender stake, a curtain ring and a 
piece of string. Tigerlily tells them to tie them to- 
gether to make a sort of fishing-rod. Then she takes 
a piece of paper from her bag, writes something on 
it, then folds it into the shape of a little dart. 
“Just stand in the middle of the room," she says. 
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As they walk homeward through the rain, 
She says, “To-morrow I'll explain.” 


Rupert stands in the middle of the room and holds 
the rod in front of him, Tigerlily goes a little way 
off and throws the dart she has made. She doesn't 

im anywhere particularly, but the dart 
ly straight through the ring and stops 
there. Tigerlily refuses to make another dart or to 
repeat the trick. When it is time to go home Rupert 
goes over the Common with her. He tells her 
about the first dart which had flown out of sight 
before the part, “I know,” says Tigerlily, to his 
surprise, "That dart was mine, too.” 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


A RUPERT GETS A PAPER BIRD 


o 


KN. 


The rain is even worse next day, 
And Rupert cannot go to play. 


The strangest thing then Rupert spies, 
A paper bird towards him flies. 


Thinks Rupert, “This is just one more 
Of Tigerlily's tricks, I'm sure!” 


Next morning Rupert is disappointed to see that 
it is still raining. “Tigerlily has promised to tell me 
the secret of those darts,” he says. Mrs. Bear looks 
out of the window. "Well, you can’t go to the con- 
jurer's house in this weather,” she declares. After 
‘a while Rupert sees that the rain has stopped. He 
flings open the window, and next moment the queer 
Object floats right into the room. He gazes in 
delight. “It's a sort of bird,” he cries. "But what 
an odd shape and howsstiffly it flaps its wings. Wh: 

1 do believe that the bird's made of paper, too! 
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He tries to make it fly again. 
But all his efforts are in vain, 


Rupert turns and finds that the paper bird has 
fallen on to the table, He picks it up and turns it 
over and over, but it doesn't move. "Can this be 
another of Tigerlily’s tricks?” he breathes. The 
more Rupert gazes at the paper bird the more 
puzzled he becomes. "If it’s only paper how did it 
fly all this way?" he asks himself. He picks it up 
and tosses it this way and that, but the bird makes 
no effort to fly. “I'm quite sure this is another of 
Tigerlily's tricks,” he says. “She promised to tell 
me the secret this morning. I'll go to her." 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT CALLS ON TIGERLILY 


They open out the bird with care, 
And Rupert's name is written there. 


The birds fly round for her all right, 
While Rupert watchés with delight. 


The rain stops soon, so Rupert goes, 
To see what Tigerlily knows. 


And then she owns that she had made 
Her paper birds with magic aid. 


Just as Rupert is starting off Mrs. Bear comes in 
and he shows her the paper bird. Very carefully he 
opens out the bird and lays the paper flat. Then 
another surprise meets his eyes, for there is some 
writing on the sheet. "Well, just look at that!" he 
exclaims. "Somebody has written my name and 
address before making the bird!" The riddle of the 
paper bird is too much for Rupert, so he sets out, 
and before he has crossed the Common he sees that 
Tigerlily has come to meet him. “Hullo, Rupert, 
I thought the paper bird would make you hurry." 
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Seeing Rupert's excitement, Tigerlily takes some 
pieces of paper. After writing something on them. 
she folds them into birds and launches them into the 
air, To Rupert's astonishment they don't fall to 
the ground, but flap rather stiffly round and round 
Tigerlily's head. “Is that a magic pencil?” he gasps. 
“No, not magic pencil, but it is magic paper," says 
the little Chinese girl. "There," she says, "is our 
secret. — My father has just invented that magic 
paper. When you fold a piece of it into a dart or 
a bird and write on it, it will obey you.” 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT SENDS A MESSAGE 


She says, “This paper is for you, So Rupert runs off feeling gay, 
Much magic you will find it do." And meets friend Willie on the way. 


|| eld 


To Santa Claus they write a note, Then Rupert throws the magic dart, 
To ask him for a ball and boat, And eagerly they watch it start. 

As Rupert leaves, Tigerlily gives him a small piece Running to Mrs. Bear's cottage the two pals find 
of the new magic paper. “‘It is very precious,” she penandink. Then they address the piece of paper 
says. "It will do one journey out and one journey to Santa Claus, Winter Castle. Finally Willie de- 
back again. After that it becomes just ordinary cides that he wants a ball, and the little bear asks 
paper." On his way home Rupert meets his pal for a sailing-boat for use in the village pond. When 

the letter to Santa Claus is finished Rupert signs it. 
“Shall I fold it into a bird or a dart?" he murmurs. 
“A dart is quicker, so let's do that." Folding it care- 
magic paper. What can we use it for?" he. says. fully they run again tothe Common. Rupert tosses 
Willie gets a sudden idea. “Why, it’s a wonderful the dart up and it streaks upwards and out of sight. 


chance!" he cries. "Let's send it to Santa Claus.” “Hooray! The magic is working," he cries, 
1 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


X RUPERT FLIES TO SANTA CLAUS 


& 
B 


Next day they watch with great surprise, 
As from the sky a toy ‘plane flies 


He says, “If you come back with me, 
Then Father Christmas you shall see.” 


Next morning Rupert is out quite early, just after 
dawn, and to his surprise he meets Willie again. 
Suddenly Rupert grabs his shoulder. "Look what's 
he cries. What Rupert has seen is a huge 
toy "plane which has swept silent out of the sky and 
then on the Common. Out of it steps the figure of a 
large toy clown. "Are you Rupert Bear?" asks the 
clown. “I come from Santa Claus. He has never 
had a letter written on a dart before. He is so 
pleased with it that he wants you both to come 
and choose your presents for yourselves!" 


The moment it is safely down 
The chums are greeted by a clown. 


They get there in a little while, 
And Santa greets them with a smile. 


Rupert and Willie can hardly believe that their 
answer has come so quickly. "We're certainly 
coming,” cries Rupert. Without further delay they 
all clamber into the toy "plane, which soars upwards 
until the towers of Winter Castle appear in the sky. 
As the little clown takes the two pals towards one 
of the towers a door opens and Santa Claus himself 
comes out. “Hullo, it's Rupert!” cries the cheery old 
man. "I was so pleased with your note. I've never 
had one written on a dart before, so I thought I'd 
send foryouand Willie to choose your own presents.” 


The clown then tells the happy pair, 
“Your presents you may choose in there." 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT MISSES THE 


"PLANE 


It's hard to know which toys to take, 
But in the end their choice they make. 


The little bear calls to his chum, 
“Where are you, Willie? Please do come.” 


But Willie is so very slow, 
That Father Christmas has to go. 


The toy clown leads them into one of the towers. 
“This is our store," he says. "What presents did 
you ask for?” “I want a boat and Willie wants a 
rubber ball." The clown leaves the two pals, who 
are standing bewildered by the array of toys. 
"These ships are all so lovely, I don't know which 
to take," cries Rupert. As for Willie, he takes lots 
of the balls and bounces them. At length Rupert 
chooses a medium-sized boat, “This will do spk 
didly,” he says. “I can have a grand time with it 
on Nutwood pond next summer." 


Turning, he gazes up the stairs. There is no sign 
of the little mouse, who should be following him. 
“Hi, where are you?" he shouts. “I can't get all 
these balls to stop on the shelf," comes Willie's 
voice faintly from above. “Oh, do come on,” cries 
Rupert, "Have you forgotten that Santa Claus 
could only wait ten minutes? It would be awful if 
he went off without us." Even as he speaks some- 
ihing moves across the patch of sky which shows 
through one of the little windows of the tower. “Oh 
dear, he has gone without us!" he gasps. 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT IS LOCKED IN 


“Oh dear!” cries Rupert, "we're too late. Poor Rupert bangs upon the door, 
For Father Christmas could not wait." Until his knuckles are quite sore. 


They find a window where they shout, The soldiers listen to their plea, 
“Oh, please do come and let us out! But say they must not set them free. 
Rupert is very worried at what he has seen, He In their distress the two little pals run and gaze 
shouts to Willie, and just at that moment the little out of the window. Down in the courtyard they see 


mouse comes down the stairs and joins him. two toy soldiers on guard. “Hi, we want to get 


“We're too late,” he cries. "Santa Claus said he out,” shouts Rupert. "When Santa Claus goes 
would be leaving in ten minutes, and now he has away our duty is to lock all doors and to prevent 
gone.” The two little pals are very distressed at what strangers from coming in our going out," says the 
has happened. They hurry down the winding stair- soldier, Rupert is very worried. The little pals 
way to try to find the toy clown so as to ask him don't know what to do. "I want to go home," 
what they had better do. At the bottom of the wails Willie. Rupert tries to keep cheerful. "Let's 
tower is a great iron-bound door, and to their explore some more of the tower,” he suggests. "'Per- 
horror it is firmly locked, Is anyone there? haps Santa Claus won't be very long." 
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Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT GETS AN IDEA 


They open up one door all right, 
And find the room ablaze with light. 


The little bear says, “Look what's here! 
That's given me a good idea.” 


"I've got the paper!" Rupert cries, 
While Willie looks on with surprise. 


A message Rupert starts to write, 
Which tells of their unhappy plight. 


They climb the winding stair again, and this time 
Rupert pushes open one of the doors that were 
closed. Immediately such a blaze of light comes out 
that it almost blinds them for a while. The little 
pals walk timidly into the room. “Do you think 
s would mind our being here?" asks 
here's nothing for us to meddle with,” 
answers Rupert. He breaks off suddenly. Then he 
cries out in excitement. “I say, come here. I've got 
an idea!” Willie runs round to join him and finds 
him staring hard at Santa Claus’ waste-paper basket. 
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Rupert overturns the basket and rummages among 
the mass of letters. All at once he grabs a sheet and 
holds it up. "There you are!" he cries in great glee. 
"That's just what I hoped to find. It’s the letter 
which I wrote to him folded up as a dart. It isn't 
even torn." Rupert explains. “Don’t you remem- 
ber?" he says. “Tigerlily said there was enough 
magic in this paper for a journey out and a journey 
home. If we return this to Nutwood perhaps t 
conjurer could think of a way of helping us.” 
Rupert writes a letter on the other side of his sheet. 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


RUPERT HAS A GOOD MEAL 


The little mouse then throws the dart, 
And anxiously they watch it start. 


Soon after that a soldier comes, 
And says he will release the chums. 


They're given such a lovely meal, 
And soon much happier they feel. 


Quite suddenly they hear a shout. 
And run to see what it's about. 


Rupert puts Tigerlily's name and address on the 
letter and carefully folds it back into the shape of a 
dart. By now Willie is quite excited about it. "Can 
1 throw it this time?” he begs. Rupert gives it to 
him with a smile, and next minute the dart floats over 
the battlements and dips sharply earthwards. 
Hurrying down they find that the door is now open, 
and beside it is one of the little toy soldiers. "We've 
Shut you up by mistake," says the little man. “That 
toy clown has told us that you came here by Santa 
Claus’ invitation. By now you must be hungry.” 
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The two toy soldiers spread a table for them in the 
middle of the courtyard and bring plates and food. 
Then one of them goes back to his post on the 
battlements, while the other stays and talks cheer- 
fully to them while they eat. Before Rupert and 
Willie have finished their meal there is a shout from 
the battlements. The toy soldier who has been 
marching up and down has stopped and is staring 
out into the sky. The other little man turns abruptly 
and marches stiffly towards his comrade. Gradually 
a speck appears and approaches the castle, 


p 


RUPERT READ 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


7) 


THE MESSAGE 


Whatever can it be up there? 
“Why, it's a dart!” gasps Rupert Bear. 


It glides down smoothly to the ground, 
And eagerly they gather round, 


They find there is a note inside, 
Which tells them on the dart to ride. 


Poor Willie's sure that he will fall, 
And doesn't like the plan at all. 


Before Rupert can reach the parapet both the toy 
soldiers suddenly take fright at the thing which is 


streaking towards them through the sky. But 
Rupert stands fast and points upwards. “It's 
another dart!" he cries joyfully. “And look! Isn't 


it whopper!” The big dart lands close to the little 
pals, The toy soldiers stare in surprise. They walk 
slowly up and touch it gingerly. ‘Why, it’s paper," 
says one. "Yes," says Rupert. “It's the same magic 
paper as my small dart, and Tigerlily must have 
sentit! And how can it help us to get back?" 
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With the help of the toy soldiers Rupert pulls open 
the huge dart, taking care not to t 
“Tigerlily has written a message here, 
“She says that if we both sit on the dart and re- 
address it, it will carry us home!” Rupert looks 
thoughtful. "That conjurer's very clever,” he says. 
"We'd better try it.” Borrowing a pencil from one 
of the toy soldiers, Rupert addresses the paper to 
Nutwood, then they re-fold the dart. The little men 
are quite excited about the affair. They hold the 
dart level while Rupert tells Willie to climb on to it. 


RUPERT RETURNS WITH PRESENTS 


Rupert and the Magic Dart 


1 


When Rupert gets on with great care, 
They start to rise up in the air. 


The dart glides 
Till Nutwood village they espy. 


Now quite a lot of friends have come, 
To welcome Rupert and his chum. 


When all is ready, Rupert gets on to the dart and 
sits in front of Willie. He tells the soldiers to push 
them, and to his delight the dart rises an inch or two 
at their first pressure. Then the little men push 
harder, and in a moment Rupert and Willie find 
themselves gliding easily across the courtyard and 
out into the sky. He realizes the dart is keeping 
steady and is not going too fast. They float gently 
down, and both catch sight of their own part of the 
country. "Look, down there!" cries Rupert at last, 
“It’s Nutwood Common. We'rehome!" The magic 
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Their Chinese friend hears with delight, 
That his invention worked all righr. 


dart lands so smoothly that they don't even feel a 
bump. To their surprise Bill Badger and Algy Pug, 
with Tigerlily and her father, are walking to meet 
them, Rupert and Willie are very proud of their 
presents, and they thank Tigerlily and her father: but 
the conjurer cuts them short. "You have paid me 
back very well. You have tested my paper better than 
1 ever thought possible, and I am going to give you 
both some pieces of it, Whenever you want to 
send a letter very quickly, you can just write it oi 
a dart instead of using stamps and pillar-boxes!" 
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Page 2—The right-hand sign-post 


that is the only one which 
shows that the path on which 
the little pals are walking is 
the way from Nutwood. 5o 
Rupert leads hit friends to 
Robin Down by the path going 
out of the picture at the 
bottom left-hand corner. 


Page S7—Podgy isthe unlucky one 
ho has lott hia monkey. you 
follow his string you will ind 
that fe finishes Ina broken end. 
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